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INTRODUCTION


The early life and writings of Solomon reflect great wisdom, but his later life and Ecclesiastes reveal a changed man. He has personally experienced the meaninglessness of life. In this closing passage, he gives his conclusion to this book. Listen to what he says.

I. CONCLUDING COMMENTS ABOUT HIS WRITINGS (vv. 9-12)
1.
Solomon sought to make the people wise: “The Teacher…imparted knowledge to the people” through the use of “many proverbs” (v. 9).
2.
Solomon was careful to say exactly what he intended: “The Teacher searched to find just the right words” (v. 10).

3.
Solomon was careful to say exactly what he experienced and felt: “What he wrote was upright and true” (v. 10).

4.
Solomon wanted his words to challenge the reader: “The words of the wise are like goads” (v. 11).

5.
Solomon wanted his words to leave a lasting impression: “Their collected sayings [are] like firmly embedded nails” (v. 11).
Solomon has succeeded in impacting the reader with a clear word of truth. We feel his pain, his emptiness. He has left us with a clear understanding that wrong choices lead us away from God and leave us with a strong sense of futility. His life is a testimony to the truthfulness of his message! Then, he reminds us that the writing of many books brings much weariness to the author (v. 12). Solomon is worn out and will write no more! One thing is certain: He convinces us of the danger of foolish choices.

II.
CONCLUDING COMMENTS FOR HIS READERS (vv. 13-14)

1. Solomon returns to his early theme in the Proverbs: “Fear God” (v. 13). Of course, He confirms that this truth is the beginning point of wisdom (Prov. 1:7, etc.).
2. Solomon reminds us to do what God says: “Keep his commandments” (v. 13). He indicated that “this is the whole duty of man.”

3. Solomon reminds us that everything we do will be judged by God: “God will bring every deed into judgment.” (v. 14).

4. Solomon warns us that even things done in secret will be judged by God: “including every hidden thing” (v. 14).

5. Solomon has learned by experience that God judges us by all of our deeds, not just the ones we want Him to see or remember: “whether it is good or evil” (v. 14).

Solomon has learned that God is aware of all of our actions! The truth is that God sees the entire life of man. He does not just judge the first part and then bless us for the rest of our days here on earth. Every day that we live is important to God. He wants us not only to begin well, but also to end well. God wants you and me to learn from Solomon: We are to fear God every day of our lives.
CONCLUSION


Do these concluding comments reveal that Solomon is aware of his foolishness? Do these concluding words reveal a repentant man? It is nearly impossible to know the answer to these and other similar questions. We know that the Scriptures present Bible characters with all of their strengths AND their weaknesses. It is obvious that he understood the truth about his life, as he explains it very clearly in this book. The conclusion he gives is the only conclusion a man can give when he realizes the error of his ways. He returns to the beginning of his life and starts with the first principle: Fear God! He has learned the truth at the very cost of his life and may now turn back to God. Listen and learn: Do NOT wait until the end of your life to realize the truth and start over! Start today to fear God and become wise!
