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INTRODUCTION


The early life and writings of Solomon reflect great wisdom, but his later life and Ecclesiastes reveal a changed man. He has personally experienced the meaninglessness of life. In our text today, he speaks of the meaninglessness of youthful action. Listen to what he says.

I. THINGS YOUTH CAN DO

1.   Enjoy all of the years of life—however many you may have (11:8).

2.   Be happy and joyful while young—following the heart and the eyes (11:9).
3.   “Banish anxiety from your heart”—anger or violent passion, and “cast off the troubles of your body”—the evil lusts or filthiness of the flesh (11:10). He urges the youth to practice moderation (cf. 7:16-18).
Solomon gives sound advice that is actually relevant for youth to consider in this passage. Youth need to enjoy life and be happy and joyful while young. His words about following the heart and the eyes may actually be all right if taken together with the following warning: Avoid violent passion and evil lusts. However, let’s reserve judgment on what he says until we see his complete message.

II.
THINGS YOUTH SHOULD REMEMBER

1. “Remember the days of darkness, for they shall be many” (11:8). 

“Darkness” may refer to bad times that will surely come and take away the joy of life (see 12:1-5). However, it most likely refers to death and the grave. 
2. “Remember your Creator in the days of your youth” (12:1).

3. “Remember him” (12:6).

It is always wise to remember that life will not go on forever, that death is a certainty. It is also always wise to remember our Creator. Solomon repeated that youth need to remember God because of the nature of youth to forget God and live careless lives. Too bad Solomon did not heed his own advice as an adult!
III.
THINGS YOUTH SHOULD EXPECT

1. No matter what youth decide to do, what the future brings is meaningless (11:8).

2. Since joyful living is followed by judgment, youth and vigor are meaningless (11:9-10). This “judgment” most likely refers to the coming days of trouble and the absence of pleasure (see 12:1), rather than a judgment after death.

3. Since death will surely come, youth will discover that everything is meaningless (12:8).

Now, we hear the whole message of Solomon. What sounds like great advice is followed by these totally negative comments. Because of his experience, he continues to believe that all of life is meaningless—the life of the youth as well as the life of the adult. No matter what a person chooses to do, it all ends up being meaningless. Thus, he continues to preach moderation—especially here to the youth. Most folk would tell you that is pretty sound advice for youth to follow. Ask those that have lost their lives because of foolish choices, and you will hear Solomon’s advice echoed in their words.

CONCLUSION


Solomon’s view of youth is very similar to his views expressed in earlier chapters. He continues to press his theme that all is meaningless. Solomon has lost touch with God because of sinful choices in his own life: (1) Seven years to build the temple; 13 to build his palace. (2) His opulent lifestyle led to heavy taxation. (3) Marriages to 700 wives led to foolish living and false gods (see 1 Kings 11:1-9). Solomon had lost his wisdom because he no longer feared God, which he wrote in the Proverbs is “the beginning of wisdom.” Solomon has played the fool. His life has become meaningless. How about you?
