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INTRODUCTION


The early life and writings of Solomon reflect great wisdom, but his later life and Ecclesiastes reveal a changed man. He has personally experienced the meaninglessness of life. In our text today, he says that “the day of death is better than the day of birth” (7:1). How could he be so negative? Listen to what he says.

I. SOLOMON’S VIEW OF LIFE

1.   The Uncertainty of Life—No one knows the future or what will happen (8:7).

2.   The Certainty of Life—Hearts are full of evil, and there is a common destiny (9:3).

3.   The Benefit of Life—“Anyone who is among the living has hope” (9:4).

4.   The Reality of Life—The living know something: “that they will die” (9:5).
5.   The Recommendations for Living (9:7-10)
(1) Eat with gladness, drink with joy—“it is now that God favors what you do.”

(2) “Enjoy life with your wife, whom you love, all the days of this meaningless life that God has given you under the sun.”
(3) Whatever you do, “do it with all your might, for in the grave…there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom.”
Solomon’s view of life is definitely sub-Christian. When he speaks of the living having hope, he means only that the living can still think and act, not that they have an eternal hope. His view reflects a loss of confidence in life being worth living. 
II.
SOLOMON’S VIEW OF DEATH
1. The Uncertainty of Death—It will be like being caught in a hidden trap (9:12).

2. The Certainty of Death—No one can change or escape the day of death (8:8).

3. The Penalty of Death—“The dead know nothing”; hence, they have no hope (9:5).
4. The Reality of Death—no more rewards, our memory forgotten, all passions vanished away, no more a part of life on earth (9:5-6).
5.   The Recommendations for Dying (7:1-3)
(1) Rejoice when a person dies—“The day of death is better than the day of birth.”

(2) Mourning is better than feasting—“It is better to go to a house of mourning than to go to a house of feasting, for death is the destiny of every man.”

(3) It is better to wear a sad face than a smile—“Sorrow is better than laughter, because a sad face is good for the heart.”

Solomon’s view of death is a result of twisted logic. He recommends that we should have a sad face, live a life of mourning, and rejoice when a person dies rather than when one is born. This advice is not what he records in his proverbs: See Proverbs 15:13, 15, 30, and 17:22. These proverbs describe the importance of a happy heart and a smiling face. He has traded the cheerful heart of his youth for a crushed spirit!
CONCLUSION


For Solomon, there is no life after death. God’s favor can only be experienced in the now. This life is a meaningless life that has been given to us by God. Therefore, we should eat, drink, love our spouse, do everything with all of our might. Why? Because we can do nothing after death! That explains why he sees the day of death as better than the day of birth. However, the Bible provides a better word for us: The birth of Isaac was a day of rejoicing in Genesis 21. The birth of John the Baptist was a day of rejoicing in Luke 1. Also, the birth of Jesus was a day of rejoicing—even in Heaven (Luke 2). The day of birth IS a day of rejoicing, life IS full of hope, death IS followed by eternity. As children of God, we shall live forever with Him in Heaven! Does that give you a happy heart? Then, Put a smile on your face!

“If you want joy, real joy, wonderful joy, let Jesus come into your heart.”
