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INTRODUCTION


The early life and writings of Solomon reflect great wisdom, but his later life and Ecclesiastes reveal a changed man. He has personally experienced the meaninglessness of life. In our text today, he describes in detail his view of righteousness and wickedness. Listen to what he says.

I. SOLOMON’S VIEW ABOUT LONG LIFE
1.  The righteous person may perish in his righteousness, while the wicked person may flourish for a long time (7:15).

2.  Although the wicked person lives a long life and commits a hundred crimes, he will not receive the blessings of God as the righteous person does (8:11).

3.  Although the wicked person may live a long life, he will not find that life goes well for him (8:13).
These are some very positive-sounding views, but he states that the righteous person sometimes receives what the wicked deserves while the wicked person sometimes gets what the righteous deserve! He concludes that it is all meaningless! (See 8:14)

II.
SOLOMON’S VIEW ABOUT SIN/WICKEDNESS

1. Even the righteous person commits sin now and then (7:20).
2. If the sinner is not caught and punished, he will do more and more (8:11).

3. All persons were made upright, but they have sought out numerous ways to do evil instead of good (7:29).

Solomon states that, in his search, he has found only one upright man among a thousand but not one upright woman (7:28). Although he is exactly right in his final tally, I am sure he thought that he himself was that upright man! However, all persons are sinners—including Solomon! Only Jesus Christ is upright!

III.
SOLOMON’S VIEW ABOUT DEATH AS AN EQUALIZER

1. Solomon believes that both the righteous and the wicked and all that they do are in God’s hand (9:1).

2. Solomon believes that death is the common destiny of both the righteous and the wicked (9:2).

3. Solomon believes that the wickedness of the wicked will not save them from death (9:3).

Solomon’s advice is most curious: Do not be either overrighteous or overwicked! Both of these extremes will likely lead to early death (see 7:17-18). He encourages both persons to practice moderation so as to allow for longer life. Sounds good, but…. He actually advises them to practice righteousness in moderation AND, similarly, to practice wickedness in moderation! Death will come but do not rush its coming.
CONCLUSION


I find it very intriguing how Solomon can take a truth about length of life being unpredictable and end up with it being meaningless. Length of days on earth is based upon many factors. If Solomon had only had confidence that there was a life after death, he might have given a different conclusion. Also, it is very curious how he can give advice that goes against biblical teachings. God tells us to be holy, just as He is holy. Solomon tells us to be holy (or righteous) in moderation and to be wicked in moderation. Hence, it is all right to be a sinner as long as we commit sin in moderation. That certainly reflects worldly wisdom—not heavenly wisdom. What we need to do is to flee anything that appears to be evil. We are to resist Satan and his temptations so that he will leave us. We are to pursue righteousness in the presence and power of the Holy Spirit! May God help us to do more than Solomon advises!
