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INTRODUCTION


Chusok is upon us again. It is time to remember to say “Thank you!” once more. We should not have to be reminded; yet, we often seem to forget until this time of year. We need to be grateful for all of God’s blessings every day of the year. We need to be grateful to our ancestors for the heritage they have handed down to us. We should express our gratitude every day. In our text, we see that our problem is not a new one. Others in Jesus’ day also failed to show their gratitude for all that He had done for them.

I.
THE TEXT EXPLAINED

1. These ten people were sick unto death (leprosy).

(1) Leprosy separates (social outcasts)—“They stood at a distance.”

(2) Leprosy kills (eats away at the victim’s body)—“Have pity on us!”

2. These ten people were sent unto the priests (obedience).

(1) They were sent to show themselves (because of the healing that was about to occur)—“Go show yourselves to the priests.”

(2) They were sent to offer a sacrifice (for this healing demanded an offering to God)—“They were cleansed.”

3. One person returned unto the Lord (only one).

(1) One came back (to praise God)—“praising God with a loud voice.”

(2) One came back (to thank God)—“threw himself at Jesus’ feet & thanked Him.”

4. Jesus issued a challenge to the hearers (God’s people).

(1) One returns in gratitude (a Samaritan)—“no one . . . except this foreigner.”

(2) Nine did not return in gratitude (all Jews)—“Where are the nine?”


Jesus reached out with love and compassion to ten who had great need of healing. Nationality was unimportant, for all are included in the love of God and in the plan of God. However, when only one returned, Jesus asked, “Where are the nine?” They broke His heart! Where were God’s chosen people? Why did only one return? 
II.
THE TEXT APPLIED

1. We also have been sick unto death (sin).

(1) Sin separates us from God.

(2) Sin kills the spirit now, the soul later.

2. We also have been sent unto the priest (Jesus, the High Priest).

(1) We were sent so that we might see our sinfulness and receive healing.

(2) We were sent so that we might give an offering of ourselves, our lives, to Him.

3. We also need to return unto the Lord (to show gratitude of praise).

(1) Only one in ten appears to be truly grateful by praising God.

(2) Only one in ten appears to be truly grateful by humbly thanking God. 

4. We also need to hear the challenge of the Lord (to God’s people).

(1) Sometimes it appears that only a few converts are excited about what God has done for them.

(2) Nine in ten seldom appear to be grateful for God’s healing and deliverance.


Where is the gratitude? Where is the praise? God richly deserves our gratitude and our praise. But where is it? Can we honestly expect the blessings of God to continue in our lives if we are not genuinely grateful? 

CONCLUSION

God will not be satisfied with our forgetfulness. Neither will God be satisfied with our faithlessness. Therefore, let us remember to say, “Thank you!” Let us do so every day!

Illustration: A mother celebrating her birthday and her children’s gifts

