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INTRODUCTION


The early life and writings of Solomon reflect great wisdom, but his later life and Ecclesiastes reveal a changed man. He has personally experienced the meaninglessness of life. In our text today, he describes in detail two great sources of misery. Listen to what he says.

I. THE MISERY OF MEANNESS (vv. 8-9)

1.   The poor are oppressed as justice and rights are denied.
2.   Low officials are unjust and are pressured by higher officials.

3.   Even the King (President) profits from this injustice.

The poor have no comforter, only endless oppression from petty politicians and power-hungry tyrants. Why did King Solomon not change this oppressive system? He had the power! However, he also received benefits from it. No wonder the people rebelled against his son when he said he would not lessen their pain and suffering!
II.
THE MISERY OF MONEY (vv. 10-15)

1. The rich man has too little money and too many friends (vv. 10-11).

2. The rich man cannot sleep well and fears losing his money (vv. 12-14).

3. The rich man cannot take his money with him when he dies (v. 15).

People that depend upon wealth for security discover they have exactly the opposite—insecurity. They are afraid that they do not have enough money, that someone might steal what they have, and that they cannot take it with them when they die. They hoard wealth to their own harm. What misery! Perhaps Solomon is speaking of himself since he hoarded wealth and never seemed to have enough. Thus, he kept raising taxes.
III.
THE MISERY OF MISERY (vv. 16-17)

1. The rich man gains nothing since he is laboring for the wind.

2. The rich man eats in darkness.

3. The rich man eats with great frustration, affliction, and anger.

The people that live for wealth soon lose their ability to enjoy life. They scheme and dream about how to make more money. They gain more but are less happy. They cannot eat comfortably because they always worry about it. Hence, they end up with ulcers, high blood pressure, and a host of diseases from worry or from living too well! 

CONCLUSION
Solomon’s wisdom has left him, but he is unaware it is gone. He is like Samson who knew not that the Spirit had departed from him and left him without strength to face his enemies. Solomon has lost his wisdom but is unaware that it is gone and thinks he is still following God’s will in judging God’s people. Paul writes, “If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge…but have not love, I am nothing” (1 Cor 13:2). Surely, this describes Solomon. He had wisdom and could understand great mysteries, but where is the love for his people? He taxed them until they could endure it no longer! Paul also wrote, “For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. As it is written ‘He catches the wise in their craftiness’; and again, ‘The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile’” (1 Cor 3:19-20). The word “futile” quoted from Psalm 94:11 is the same word translated “meaningless” in Ecclesiastes. Could this be an indictment of Solomon and his wisdom? Even though it may not be specifically intended for Solomon, it fits perfectly. Solomon’s thoughts are futile, meaningless, in the sight of God!
We must do God’s will, not the world’s will. We must share with others the abundance that God gives us, not hoard it for the future. Why would we want to have more when it means others have less? We must demonstrate God’s love by sharing, by giving.
