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INTRODUCTION


The early life and writings of Solomon reflect great wisdom, but his later life and Ecclesiastes reveal a changed man. He has personally experienced the meaninglessness of life. In our text, he uses a different approach. Rather than what he has personally experienced, he now talks about what he has seen, what he knows, and what he thinks. Listen to what he says.

I. WHAT SOLOMON HAS SEEN
1.   God has laid a burden on man (3:10-11).

(1) God has made everything beautiful in its time, but that beauty does not last.

(2) God has set eternity in the hearts of man, but he has no idea what God is doing.

2.   Man has laid a burden on man (3:16; 4:1).

(1) Man replaces fair and impartial judgment and justice with wickedness.

(2) Man oppresses man, but there is no one to comfort.
3.   Man has laid a burden on himself.

(1) Man’s efforts and achievements are motivated by envy of his neighbor (4:4).
(2) Man’s efforts are meaningless if he has no one to share rewards with (4:7-8).

Solomon determined that life is a burden from God, a burden that man has added to through his distorted relationships with others.
II.
WHAT SOLOMON KNOWS

1. There is nothing better than to be happy and do good while they live (3:12).

(1) It is perfectly in order for us to be happy and to do good! No disagreement.

(2) If this is the best one can do, how is Solomon any different than a humanist.

2.   God’s gift is that everyone may eat, drink, and find satisfaction in toil (3:13).
(1) It is perfectly in order for us to enjoy these things! No disagreement.

(2) If this is the best God offers to us, how are we any different than humanists?

3.   What God does is eternal in nature (3:14).

(1) Nothing God does can be changed by the efforts of man.

(2) God does this so that man “will revere him.”

Solomon indicated that the best one can do in this life is to be happy with what one has, to enjoy the ordinary things of life. In his wisdom, he believes this is truth. Thus, he reveals his lack of understanding of who God is and what God has given him.
III.
WHAT SOLOMON THOUGHT

1. God will judge both the righteous and the wicked (3:17).

(1) It is a part of the natural cycle of life—“a time for every activity.”

(2) This lifecycle does not imply a judgment after death, just a time for everything.
2.   God tests man so that he may see that he is no different from an animal (3:18-20).

(1) Both will die and return to dust.

(2) Solomon thinks that “man has no advantage over the animal.”

3.   Solomon concludes that everything is meaningless (3:19-22).

(1) Solomon raises a question: “Who knows if the spirit of man rises upward…?

(2) He again says, “There is nothing better for a man than to enjoy his work….”
Solomon’s search has left him with uncertainty and doubt about life after death. His survey of life through both personal action and observation has left him with a sense that everything is meaningless. What a tragedy has occurred in Solomon’s life!

CONCLUSION


Is this what God intends for Solomon or for us? NO! NEVER! Jesus says, “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:10). Not meaningless, or empty, but FULL! Which do you have today: a meaningless life or a full life?
