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INTRODUCTION


The life and writings of Solomon as a young man reflect great wisdom; but, in his later years, his life and the book of Ecclesiastes reveal a different man. The man that taught us to pursue wisdom and to flee wickedness now tells us that the wise man and the wicked fool both die and are soon forgotten. He says everything is meaningless. What has changed this man? What are we supposed to believe when we read his words? Listen to what he says.

I. HIS SEARCH FOR WISDOM IS A SEARCH FOR MEANING.
1.   He searched for a meaningful life in pleasures (vv. 1-3, 10).

2.   He searched for a meaningful life in great projects (vv. 4-8, 10).
3.   He searched for a meaningful life in amassing great wealth (v. 8).
He claims that his search was guided by his wisdom (see vv. 3, 9). Is it true wisdom that searches for meaning in pleasures, projects, and wealth? Solomon thinks he has been guided by wisdom, but true wisdom would look for meaning in relationship with God. Yet, Solomon says he does all of these things for himself (see vv. 3, 4, 8). 
II.
HIS SEARCH FOR MEANING ENDS IN A SENSE OF MEANINGLESSNESS.

1. Pleasures do NOT lead to happiness or contentment but to meaninglessness (v. 1).

2. Great projects, when completed and evaluated, are all meaningless (v. 11).

3. Wealth does not bring happiness; and, when we die, it goes to another—one who may or may not be wise; hence, all is meaningless (v. 21).
Solomon sought to find meaning and value in pleasures, projects, and wealth; but he has discovered only meaninglessness! His wisdom has not led him to find the things of God but, rather, the things of the world. His wisdom, which he thinks is still guiding him, has actually been corrupted by the world and its charms. He was unable to see the good that he could have done for others through his great projects or in proper use of his wealth. He has thought only of himself!

III.
HIS SEARCH FOR MEANING LEADS TO SHAMEFUL MISERY.

1. Misery I: Both the wise and the foolish die and are forgotten (vv. 15-16).
2. Misery II: His wealth led to pain and grief (v. 17) and a loss of rest (v. 23).

3. Misery III: He concludes that God wants us to eat, drink (wine), and be satisfied with our work. He says this comes from the hand of God—that it is not possible without God. It sounds good, but it is a restatement of the Epicurean philosophy.
Solomon experienced misery as a result of his search! If you think he has learned a lesson when he states misery #3, you need to read the final part of v. 26. Solomon says even this positive bit of wisdom is meaningless! Tragically, nearly every time he says something that sounds positive and spiritual, he immediately says something horribly negative right after that. His misery is complete! His search led to meaninglessness!

CONCLUSION


My Friends, life is more than knowledge and wisdom, more than happiness in work projects, more than amassing wealth. These things may lead to a sense of meaninglessness, just as they did for Solomon. Solomon started out with heavenly wisdom but apparently ended up with earthly wisdom with occasional insight. True wisdom begins with a fear of God, continues with a relationship with God, and ends in the presence of God for all eternity. God intends for life to be much more than what Solomon found in his “wise” search. Meaninglessness is NOT the end of it all. God wants us to experience love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). He intends for us to experience the leadership and the power of the Holy Spirit in our daily lives. Do not settle for less than what God intends for you to have!
