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INTRODUCTION


In order to help us understand Ecclesiastes, we have looked at the life and writings of Solomon when he was a young man. In those early years, he is remembered for his wisdom; but, in his later years, he wrote the book of Ecclesiastes, or “The Preacher.” The man that taught us to pursue wisdom now tells us that the pursuit of wisdom has little or no value. The man that taught us to flee wickedness now tells us that the righteous and the wicked go down into the same grave and that there is little or no difference between them. What has changed this man? What are we supposed to believe when we read his words? Listen to what he says.
I. HIS SEARCH FOR WISDOM

1.   His search became an end in itself.
(1) Originally, his search for wisdom was for the benefit of his people.

(2) Also, it was to enable him to know God better.

(3) However, it became a search to know everything: “all that is done” (v. 13).

2.  His search became a source of pride: “I have attained greatness” (v. 16).

3.  His search became sidetracked: He sought to know “madness and folly” (v. 17).

The wisest man to ever live sought to know more! However, he forgot this truth: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding” (Prov 10:9). He forgot that all wisdom comes from and should lead to Almighty God! When he forgot that, he was in serious trouble.

II.
HIS SENSE OF PRIDE

1. His great folly was thinking he was like God: “I have seen all the things that are done under the sun” (v. 14).
2. His sense of who he is has changed from when he began to reign: “I have grown and increased in wisdom more than anyone who has ruled over Jerusalem before me” (v. 16).

3. His self-evaluation is intended for self-praise but actually condemns him: “I have experienced much of wisdom and knowledge” (v. 16).

Solomon has searched for wisdom but found only a false sense of pride in himself, not a better understanding of who God is! He estimates himself as being better than his predecessors. Yet, when he dies, his people reject his son as king because he intends to rule as his father did. They actually despised Solomon and his “greatness”!
III.
HIS SENSELESS PRIDE AND THE RESULT (A DESTRUCTIVE FALL)

“Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall” (Prov 16:18).
1. His pride in his wisdom led to a destructive result: Everything was “meaningless, a chasing after the wind” (v. 14; cf. 1:2).
2. His pride led to a destructive determinism: I cannot change anything (v. 15).

3. His pride led to a destructive attitude: “For with much wisdom comes much sorrow; and the more knowledge, the more grief” (v. 18).

He could see the pain and struggle of life all around him, but he could not make anything better. Only the wisdom of God can change things for the better. Kings, presidents, politicians, philosophers, and preachers try to make things better; but they fail if they do not have the wisdom of God at work in their lives.
CONCLUSION


Solomon lost the relationship, the closeness, he had with his people. He sought for personal gain and glory at the end of his life and forgot the needs of the people and how to help them! He taxed them to support his glorious lifestyle, and they hated him for it! Is this true wisdom? His “wisdom” led to the division of his kingdom! “Pride goes before a fall!”
