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INTRODUCTION


In order to understand Ecclesiastes, it is necessary first to look at the life and writings of Solomon when he was a young man. In these early years, Solomon is remembered for his wisdom—expressed in his decision-making and his proverbs. Last week, we considered his first word of wisdom: Pursue wisdom. This week, we look at another theme: Flee wickedness.
I.
A DESCRIPTION OF WICKEDNESS (ch. 4)


1.   The Power of Wickedness in the Wicked
(1) “They cannot sleep until they do evil.”
(2) They lose sleep if they do not “make someone fall.”

(3) They are nourished by wickedness (“eat the bread of wickedness and drink the wine of violence”).

(4) Their way is the way of “deep darkness”; they hate the light.

(5) They have no idea “what makes them stumble” again and again.

2.   The Path of Wickedness and a Warning

(1) “Do not set foot on the path of the wicked or walk in the way of evil men.”
(2) “Avoid it.”
(3) “Do not travel on it.”
(4) When you come to it, “turn from it.”
(5) When you come to it, “go on your way.”
Wickedness is everywhere. When we get caught up in a wicked lifestyle, it pervades all of our being. We are controlled, consumed by it. We cannot avoid it. We want others to join in with us. We plan and scheme how we can bring others into it with us.

II.
TWO EXAMPLES OF WICKEDNESS (ch. 5)

1. The Pull of the Wicked Woman

(1) Her lips and her words are sweeter than honey, but the taste is bitter and sharp.

(2) “Her feet go down to death” (premature death).

(3) “Her steps lead straight to the grave” (and to hell).

(4) Her ways are unstable: “Her paths are crooked, but she knows it not.”
(5) Her embrace will captivate the foolish and the wicked.

2.   The Price of Wickedness for the Wicked Man
(1) He gives his “best strength” to others.

(2) He gives his years “to one who is cruel” (Satan).

(3) He gives his wealth, the fruit of his toil, to strangers and foreigners.

(4) At the end of life, he will groan when his flesh and body are spent (consumed).

(5) He will have to admit that, because he did not heed wise instruction, he is “on the brink of utter ruin.”

Wickedness affects both man and woman. It is not something that only affects one or the other. As a matter of fact, wickedness often involves male and female together. In the writings of Solomon, wickedness is always the opposite of wisdom. Both are personified as women. We are encouraged to pursue wisdom and to flee wickedness!

CONCLUSION


Solomon advises us to flee wickedness and not even go near the door of her house. Rather, he strongly advises that we must be faithful to our spouse (see 5:15-19). We are to be enraptured with our spouse, not some stranger or someone else. He reminds us that our ways are “in full view of” the Lord God and that He examines our path. “Be careful, little eyes, what you see.” “Be careful, little ears, what you hear.” Be careful, little feet, where you go.” “For your Father up above looks down with eyes of love.” So, be careful what you do!
