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INTRODUCTION


In order to understand Ecclesiastes, it is necessary first to look at the life and writings of Solomon when he was a young man. In these early years, Solomon is remembered for his wisdom—expressed in his decision-making and his proverbs. Let us consider the greatness of the son of King David.

I.
DEMONSTRATION OF WISDOM IN HIS WORKS (1 Kings 3)


1.   God’s Promise at the Beginning of Solomon’s Reign
(1) God’s Gracious Offer: “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” (v. 5)

(2) Solomon’s Glorious Response: “Give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong.” (v. 8)

2.   God’s Provision at the Beginning of Solomon’s Reign
(1) God’s Gracious Blessing: “I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be.” (v. 12)
(2) God’s Glorious Abundance: “Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked for--both riches and honor--so that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings.” (v. 13)

3.   God’s Wisdom Displayed in Solomon at the Beginning of His Reign

(1) A Woman’s Complaint: Two new mothers claim the same baby after one baby dies during the night (vv. 16-22).
(2) A Wise Judgment: Cut the baby in half and give half to each (vv. 23-28).
The basis of Solomon’s request of God was that he felt like a little child, unable to judge God’s people. When God had blessed him with wisdom, the result of Solomon’s first decision was that all the people saw that he had “the wisdom of God to administer justice” (v. 28). God’s promise included that he would be the wisest man ever, like no one before him nor anyone that would follow. Solomon—the wisest man!
II.
DEMONSTRATION OF WISDOM IN HIS WORDS (Proverbs 1, 4)

1. Wisdom and Its Value
(1) Wisdom and knowledge begin with fear of God, continue with attention to the Word of God, and work together with understanding (1:7, 4:5-7; cf. 9:10).

(2) Love, esteem, and embrace wisdom; and it will protect, exalt, and honor the one who has it (4:6-8).

2.   Wisdom and the Advice of Others

(1) Parents’ Instructions: Heed their words (1:8)!

(2) Sinners’ Enticements: Do not give in to them (1:10)!

3.   Wisdom and the Reaction to Others

(1) Rebukes from the Wise: Respond positively (1:23)!
(2) Simple Suggestions from Fools: Ignore them (1:22)!
The wisdom of Solomon’s words is apparent to all those who listen to what he writes. He offers sound advice as to how to live the good life, how to make decisions when given advice, and how to please God. Genuine wisdom begins with a reverence for Almighty God. Genuine wisdom can be found in God’s Word. God promises to give wisdom and the understanding of how to apply it in our everyday life. Live wisely!

CONCLUSION


Man desires wisdom but cannot find it in the study of many books. Rather, Solomon teaches us that wisdom can be gained from proper relationship with God. The fear of God is the beginning point of wisdom and knowledge! Are you a wise person today?
