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-The Only Way to Live – 

Matthew 6:33

Allen Park

Today I would like to talk about one of the most revolutionary sayings of Jesus Christ, “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness and all these things will be given to you as well.” If we are regular church goers, probably we heard this statement many times.   But the truth is, even most spiritual person will use common sense saying, "Well I have to make certain amount of money, if I just seek God's kingdom and his righteousness, who is going to look after me? I must survive, having decent cloths, housing, and money to buy this and that."  
So for many of us, honestly, the greatest concern for our life is not the kingdom of God, but how we are going to take care ourselves to live.  However, Jesus reversed the order by telling us to get the right relationship with God first, and maintain it as the most concern of our life.  It means the greatest concern of life is to place our relationship with God first, and everything else second.  
So, when Jesus says, “all these things will be given to you as well,” it is a conditional blessing.  If we look at the Bible, often times we find the words such as, "if, therefore, and, then, when" and so on.  For example, God says in Jeremiah 29:13, “You will seek me and find me, when you search for me with all your heart.”  There is a condition, “when.”  So as we read the Bible, we have to carefully observe the condition which is preceded with the words “If, therefore, or “and,” to understand what the Word of God is really asking.  And today, Jesus says, “Seek his kingdom and his righteousness, “and” all these things “will be given to you as well.”   


But many times, we are busy looking after ourselves, forgetting much more important things in life. In fact, God said in Jeremiah 29:11, "For I know the plans I have for you declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future."  So we all know God has a wonderful plan for every single one of us, so how can we get his plan in full?
First, as Jesus says, we have to seek God’s kingdom, and in order to expend his kingdom in our life, we have to surrender ourselves to God as he is our king, so God can do whatever he pleases in our life.  Many of us, we have our own goals, desires, preferences, dreams, plans, and our ways of life.  And if we have all of these, Jesus cannot help Himself to our life.  Then we are only seeing our inadequate self, our view is limited to our own limitations.   


So what does it mean when we say we have to surrender ourselves to God?  Pastor and Christian writer, Charles Stanley said, “It is definite, deliberate, voluntary transfer of undivided possession, control, use of our entire being, body, soul and Spirit, to the use of Jesus Christ.”  Surrendering means we are transferring the ownership of our life to Jesus Christ.  If God owns our life as he is the King and the Lord, God’s kingdom will be expended to every aspect of our life replacing all the old ways of life.


Because we love God, it should be our utmost desire to surrender to God saying. “God, I am offering my life you, do anyway you wish.  Tell me anything you want me to do. Here I am, use me, spend me, I am yours. Do whatever you want with my life.”  If that is our desire, God will own us, and he will do anything to work through us. 
So then, what is the first step to surrender? First we have to surrender our will.  When God created human beings, he did not create us like robots, but creatures with free will.  In the beginning of creation, our free will was created for God's glory and to voluntarily honor God, love God, fear God, obey God, and follow his ways. Yet sin in our lives made our will uncontrollable, which made us to do anything other than what God wanted us to do.  Look at the history of Israelites in the Old Testament, how they were disobeying God, backsliding time and time again.  Didn't they know they have to worship God and serve him only; and didn’t they experience the wonderful blessings from God?  Yet, they always went back to sinful ways of life?  Why?  Simply they had their own stubborn will tied up with selfish independence. They always wanted to be free from anything what God required them to be and do. 


Then someone can ask, "How can we surrender our will to God?" Well my answer is, ask God before make any decision in life, whether it is small or big."  Look at the life of David; Why David was the person who was after God's own heart?  Because he was seeking God’s heart, he was asking God in order to obey.  Look at these sayings of David, "(1 Samuel 23:2), "he inquired of the Lord, saying, "Shall I go and attack these Philistines?"  (2 Samuel 2:1), "In the course of time, David inquired of the Lord.”Shall I go up to one of the towns of Judah?" he asked.”   (Chapter 5:19), "so David inquired of the Lord."   (Verse 23), "so David inquired of the Lord, and he answered,"  


So David asked God every time he had a major decision to make, and he obeyed.  And whenever David sought the Lord, God, God gave him success.  However there was a time, David did not surrender his selfish will but he pursued his evil desires. It was the time of sleeping with Bathsheba.  Did he ask God? No.  Did he seek God’s will?  No. And guess what?  We all know David had to pay the painful consequences of his sin. 
So just like David, we can also ask God every time we have to make an important decision.  Don’t just decide and go after what other people pursue and follow your own will.  Ask God whether it is wise thing to do?  Ask, “God, will you accept this way? Should I do this?  Is this honorable place to go?  I like to please you, what is your will?”  Every time, decision comes up, rather than making your own, invite Him, ask God, seek his counsel, and act in your faith.  Don’t rely on your common sense, but in all your ways, acknowledge God. Remember God in everything you do, and he will show you the right way. 

 Then some people might ask, "how can we ask God and how do we know for sure God is answering?"  As we are the temple of the Holy Spirit, we have to be filled with the Holy Spirit. When there is some thing to decide, and if we are only filled with the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit will give us warning and the sense of restriction when we are going to make wrong decision or go into wrong direction.  As the Spirit guides our senses, we will have peace, assurance, quietness, and calmness, the more we pray, if it is a right direction.  So be sensitive to the prompting or the gentle whisper of the Holy Spirit."  In fact, the Bible says in Isaiah 30:21, “Whether you turn to the right or the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you saying, “This is the way; walk in it.”  Well, most of the time, not that we would hear the voice of God audibly, but we would know when God spoke to us in our heart.


Remember, God will guide you, if you are really wiling to listen and obey what he says.  What about if we are making a mistake?  Well, if we make a mistake or go into wrong direction, God will let us know on the way sooner or later, if we are only willing to listen to him.  Our God is faithful God.   The truth is, it is better to make honest mistakes than not asking what God's will is.  However, what happen is, since we did not surrender our will on the first place, often times, we are deceiving ourselves that we are hearing only what we want us to hear.  That is why we must have no will on our own before we ask God what he wants, other wise we will fell into self deception hearing only ourselves talking.  So surrendering our will is the first step to surrender our life to God.
Secondly, we have to surrender our rights in order to surrender fully.  Jesus says in Matthew 16:24, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself..."  Here, he says, "If you want to be my disciple, you must give up your right to yourself to me."   What does it mean?  As human beings, we all claim rights, "this is my life, this is my belonging. I have the right to take care of my self, and so on."  However, as we surrender our life to God, we are no longer our own.  


Many times, we are so concerned about how we look, where we fit, what is our position, where we belong, what others think about us and so on.  Yet, when we truly surrender our rights to Christ, it does not matter when others mistreat us, it does not matter when others uses us, manipulate us, as long as the life of Jesus Christ can be revealed in us. If there is an opportunity to bear the fruit of the Spirit of Jesus, we will humbly bear whatever happens in our life, because we are surrendering our entire rights to Christ.  You know what? Just leave anything that makes you aware of self and self-rights saying, "Oh I have make this clear, make him or her understand. Why am I getting treated like this? I have to explain..." 

No, you don’t have to explain anything, you don’t have to stand up for your rights, but keep focusing on Christ, keeping going back to Christ, and he will give you rest and make you aware only what Jesus Christ asked you to do.  Then God will work through you all the time.  When I am stop telling God what I want, stopping all the complains, but letting God to do any way He wants by my surrendering of self will and rights, God can freely work His will in me to expend his kingdom without any hindrance.  God can crush me, exalt me, or do anything else He chooses.  You know what, there is only one relationship that matters, and that is your personal relationship to your personal Redeemer and Lord, Jesus Christ.  If you surrender your life letting everything else go, God will fulfill His purpose through your life.  And this kind of life can be a priceless value to God's kingdom. 


Now, Jesus says that we have to seek God's righteousness.  So how can we seek God's righteousness?  Honestly we can never seek God's righteousness, and fulfill his righteousness by our own effort, strength, or our power.  In fact, Jesus said plainly in John 15:5, "Without me you can do nothing."  He did not say we could do something or few things - He said we could do nothing to please God without His Sprit working in and through us.  


So the only way, we can truly seek and fulfill God's righteousness in our life, is when the Holy Spirit is working in us, we will have the power to do what the righteous requirements of the law.  Before, we pretended to do righteous things without being a righteous person, but by the Holy Spirit, we will be a righteous person from the inside out to do the righteous things what the law requires.  The Bible says in Romans 8:4, "in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature, but according to the Spirit.”  Moreover, Galatians 5:16 says, "So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desire of the sinful nature.  Verse 18, “But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law."  Verse 22, "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindliness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control.  Against such things there is no law,” verse 25, "Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit."       


Through these passages, Paul is saying, “live by the Spirit, live according to the Spirit, lead by the Spirit, then we are not under the law; the righteous requirements of the law will be fully met in us."  So in order to seek God's righteousness, we have to live by the Holy Spirit, led by the Holy Spirit, walk with the Holy Spirit, living a Spirit filled life.  There is no other way to fulfill God’s righteousness other than the power of the Holy Spirit to control us to make us to be what God want us to be in order to do what God want us to do.  And when we are filled with the Holy Spirit, we will live in the presence of God, having fellowship with God no matter where we are.  And other people will see the evidence of Spirit filled life, where the fruit of the Spirit constantly flow through us.  


You know, as far as God is concerned, there is no reason for you and I to live, except bearing the fruit of the Spirit.  And through the blood of Jesus Christ, he made every thing possible.  The more we surrender ourselves to God, the more control the Holy Spirit will have over us, and God will also surrender himself to meet all the things we need for our lives whether it is eternal thing or temporal thing.   And others will be blessed, because our life is totally consumed by God.  When we surrender our will and rights for the love of Christ, we will be infinitely something greater than ourselves by the power of the Holy Spirit.  And we will be most surprised and precious people on earth, because God is having us absolutely, without any limitations to do which seem impossible before.  You will be the source of blessing for many generations to come.


So is there any one of us, frustrated by a sense of distance from God, because we are only seeking the things what the world is looking for.  Is there any one of us tired by busy self-effort always striving for something, looking for thrills in life, yet have so much inner emptiness?  You know our God is only prayer away.  And if we surrender our life to God, our entire life will be living in such accord, experiencing the oneness with Jesus Christ; you are no longer responsible for your life, because God is in charge and in full control of your life.  He will look after you.  He will provide you, he will put you up in given time, and he will make you the source of blessing for many others.   And the Bible says, "But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well."  That is a promise, so let us pray. 

