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INTRODUCTION


In one church where I was a young pastor, there was a young married man named Stan who stuttered when he spoke. He asked me never to call on him to pray publicly at church. About six months after that, I felt led of God to have him pray. He prayed and did not stutter. Six months later, he was leading the singing in our church! What if I had allowed him to remain an immature Christian, to never be bold for His God? He would have remained immature perhaps all of his life! What a tragedy that we are often all too willing to accept immaturity from ourselves and from others! We see Christians who are spiritual babies after many years; and we think nothing of it. We offer excuses and never grow! Thus, my Friends, I want us to consider the danger of immaturity!
I.
THE DANGER OF IMMATURITY
1. The Meaning of Immaturity: Remaining a Spiritual Baby—Arrested or Regressed
2. The Mark of Immaturity: Demand for Milk instead of Meat

3. The Misery of Immaturity: Never Satisfied; Always Complaining

4. The Message of Immaturity: Elementary Teachings—Repentance, Faith, Baptisms, Laying on of Hands, Resurrection and Judgment
5. The Measure of Immaturity: Comparing Self to Others
There is great danger that we will be satisfied to be less than God intends for us to be. We call this spiritual immaturity. We grow toward adulthood physically, but we remain spiritual infants. When the preacher or Bible teacher gives us too heavy a subject for consideration, we cry out for our milk bottles! “Preacher, don’t change my diet!” We are happy not to grow but complain about everything else around us. Friends, quit comparing yourselves to others! Listen to the alternative.
II.
THE DELIGHT OF MATURITY

1. The Meaning of Maturity: Progressing toward Adulthood
2. The Mark of Maturity: Prefer Meat to Milk

3. The Misery of Maturity: Distressed because of Unsaved Family and Friends; Distressed because of Weakness and Sinfulness

4. The Message of Maturity: Stability of Belief; Confident Relationship with God.

5. The Measure of Maturity: Compare Self to Jesus Christ

We are progressing in our spiritual journey toward becoming more like Jesus Christ. Therefore, we have an inner peace, an abiding joy, and increasing confidence in our relationship with God. We love to hear the deep things of God and desire to follow the Will of God in our lives. These are the delights, the blessings, of maturity!

CONCLUSION


We are commanded to move on toward spiritual maturity—to begin to be more like Jesus. That is, after all, what God desires to do in and through our lives. He wants to reincarnate His Son in us! Jesus has been taken out of the world; yet, He wants to come again and live through us. You and I are the embodiment of Jesus Christ in our world today. What kind of Jesus do people see in you? What difference have you made in the world or in the life of someone else? Illustration: The Daffodil Principle
