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INTRODUCTION


Jesus is described in Hebrews as “our great High Priest.” We need to remember that our High Priest has been described by the early church as fully human, fully divine. Nearly every great Council meeting of the early church met to discuss heretical views of some leader that distorted the nature of Jesus Christ. Let us think about what this means, particularly since this view has come under attack recently with the renewed interest in Gnostic writings.
I.
OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST AS HUMAN (2:17-18; 3:14-16)


1.   Description of His Humanity: “made like his brothers in every way” (2:17).

(1) “The Word became flesh . . .” (John 1:14).

(2) Jesus experienced sorrow (Matt 26:37), hunger (Luke 4:2), weariness (John 4:6), need for sleep (Luke 8:23), growth from infancy to adulthood.
(3) Having human likeness and appearance, He was subject to death (Phil 2:7-8).

2.   Reasons for His Humanity (2:17-18)
(1) Being human and having been tempted, He knows how to be merciful.

(2) Because He suffered temptations, He can help us when we are tempted.

(3) Because He was faithful and resisted temptations, He could make atonement for the sins of the people.

3.   Benefits of His Humanity (3:14-16)

(1) Because of His human experiences, He is able to sympathize with our weaknesses: limitations, sickness, feebleness, loneliness, death.

(2) Because of His sympathy, we can “approach the throne of grace” confidently, expecting to find mercy and grace when, where, and to the extent we need it.
(3) Because we have this great High Priest, we should “hold firmly to the faith.”

Jesus, our great High Priest, is fully human. He has experienced the same temptations we have, except He did not yield to them. He is able to sympathize with our weaknesses and defends us before the Father when we come seeking forgiveness.

II.
OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST AS DIVINE (7:24-27; 10:11-14)


1.   Description of His Divinity (7:24-27)

(1) He lives forever.
(2) He has a permanent priesthood.

(3) He is “holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted.”

2.   Reasons for His Divinity (7:25-27).

(1) He “is able to save completely those who come to God through him.”

(2) He “always lives to intercede for them.”

(3) He can use all of His time for meeting our needs since He has no sin.
3.   Benefits of His Divinity (7:27; 10:11-14)

(1) He offered up Himself—His own body—as a one-time sacrifice for our sins.

(2) Having given Himself on the cross, He “sat down at the right hand of God.”

(3) His sacrifice “made perfect forever those who are being made holy.”
Jesus, our great High Priest, is fully divine. In His perfection, He offered Himself on the cross in our place. Having completed the work of saving us from our sins, He is now seated at the right hand of God—seated because the work is done forever; at the right hand of God in the position of power. Jesus shall reign forever! Hallelujah!

CONCLUSION


Jesus is fully human and fully divine. He taught it; disciples accepted it; Scriptures verify it. We have a great High Priest who knows us, understands us, and loves us! He sympathizes with us when we do wrong, but corrects us and intercedes for us. What a Savior!
