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INTRODUCTION


In our world today, we often have the belief that bigger is better. However, bigger is NOT always better! Bigger cars almost destroyed the US automobile industry in the 1960s-1970s. They were not better—just bigger! The result was that Japanese cars excelled in quality, even though they were definitely smaller. The auto industry had to learn that bigger is not always better! I wonder if that lesson has been forgotten by the auto industry today, as we see cars and all-terrain vehicles becoming bigger and bigger, in spite of the dramatic increase in the price of oil. We seem to need to be reminded that bigger is not necessarily better. Thus, the question arises: What is better? The answer is quite simple: Better is better!

This is also true in the spiritual world. The letter to the Hebrews declares that Jesus Christ is the “superior” Savior and offers “better promises.” Better is better!

I.
THE SUPERIOR SAVIOR


1.   Jesus is “much superior to the angels” (1:4).

(1) An angel’s ministering visit with a church member’s friend was wonderful.

(2) Jesus’ ministry in our lives is far more amazing.

2.   Jesus is “worthy of greater honor than Moses” (3:3).

(1) Moses delivered a slave people from the most powerful nation in his day.

(2) Jesus delivered a slave people from the most powerful evil force in existence.

3.   Jesus is superior to the high priest (4:14-5:6).
(1) The high priest is chosen by man to offer sacrifices in his sinful weakness.

(2) Jesus is the “Great High Priest” who offers Himself in His perfection.

4.   Jesus’ ministry is “superior to theirs [the priests]” (8:6).

(1) The priests ministered in their human weaknesses and spiritual limitations.

(2) Jesus ministered in His perfection and with authority—no spiritual limitation.

5.   Jesus is “mediator” of a “superior” covenant (8:6).

(1) The old covenant demanded yearly sacrifice of an animal for sin, required faith in a future event, and promised a conditional home in Canaan.

(2) The new covenant required no more sacrifice for sin after the death of Jesus, required faith in a completed act, and promised an eternal home in Heaven.
Thus, the writer of Hebrews declares that Jesus Christ is a superior Savior. He lists five significant ways in which this is true, but there are likely many more ways that might be presented. Then, he turns to the second major theme, the better promises.
II.
THE BETTER PROMISES

1. Jesus promises “better things . . . things that accompany salvation” (6:9).

(1) Better things include the presence, the provision, and the protection of God.

(2) Better things include the blessings of love, joy, and peace in this life and an eternal reward in Heaven for our patient and faithful service here.
2.   Jesus promises a “better hope” (7:19)—based upon His “indestructible life” (7:16).

(1) The old covenantal law made nothing perfect (works of the law cannot save).

(2) The new covenant is based upon the power of Jesus’ life, not our works.

3.   Jesus promises “better and lasting possessions” (10:34).

(1) Possessions of this world can be corrupted, burnt, stolen, or simply lose value.

(2) Treasures in Heaven cannot be corrupted, burnt, stolen, or lose value.

When our priorities are right, we can “joyfully” give up our earthly possessions!
4. Jesus promises a “better country—a heavenly one” (11:16).
(1) Our country, our earthly homeland, may be destroyed, divided, conquered.

(2) However, our home is in Heaven; and we are now strangers in a foreign land. 
5.   Jesus promises us a “better resurrection” (11:35).

(1) Many people have faced death and received renewed health, as if new life.

(2) Others have died for Christ and received a “better resurrection” (in heaven).

Just think about all of these blessings and promises made available to us through Jesus Christ! Jesus is superior to all other saviors! He offers better promises than all other religious leaders! Jesus is better!

CONCLUSION


Do you want something better in your life? Jesus is better! He offers a better life, a better peace, a better happiness, a better purpose, a better satisfaction! Jesus is better! Why? Because better is better!

Illustration of a Better Way: Reverend Son, Yang-Won, whose son was killed by two young communists, chose not to hate but to love them and share Jesus Christ with them. Through his ministry to them in jail, they learned that Jesus is the “Superior Savior” who offered “Better Promises” than Marxism. They became believers and workers in the Kingdom of God, rather than in the kingdom of man. Reverend Son accepted them and brought them into his own home as his own sons. 

Have you experienced this great truth? Are you working in His Kingdom? Or are you wasting your life for things that perish? If you will give your life to God, even though you killed His Son, He will accept you as His child and bring you into His Heavenly home.
