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INTRODUCTION


Tina Turner’s biography is entitled, “What’s Love Got to Do with It?” One of her smash hits had that same title. Because her life lacked genuine affection and love in her marriage and even in her church life, it caused her to ask why love is important. 

Jesus answered that question in our text. It is how the world judges God’s People. Let us examine this idea in the following scheme: The Law of Love, The Occasion of Love, The Veracity of Love, and The Encouragement of Love—i.e., The L-O-V-E of Love.

L
THE LAW OF LOVE

1.   “The Greatest Commandment” is LOVE—Matthew 22:37-40.

It is a 3-directional love: love for God, neighbor, and self.


2.   “The fulfillment of the Law” is LOVE—Romans 12:9. 

Today, the law of the Old Testament is not the rule for the life of the believer.  Rather, the law of love is in effect.
Therefore, the Law of Love is forgiveness and mercy in dealing with our neighbors and ourselves, not the law of justice and judgment.

O    
THE OCCASION OF LOVE

1.   Do everything in a spirit and attitude of LOVE—1 Corinthians 16:14.

Everything means everything we say or do, in every situation, at all times! There is no exception, not even when administering discipline.

2. Deal with everyone in a spirit and attitude of LOVE—Leviticus 19:18.  

Jesus quotes it. Others quote it: Paul (Galatians 5:14); Peter (1 Peter 2:17); James (2:8); and John quotes it many times in his first letter.

The Occasion of Love is love for everyone in every way in all circumstances.

V    
THE VERACITY OF LOVE

1.   The Bible clearly describes this LOVE—1 Corinthians 13 and elsewhere.

It is patient, kind, not delighting in evil, never failing, service-oriented, does no harm, endures others’ faults or sins, is sympathetic, brotherly, sincere, loves deeply and covers a multitude of sins.
2. There are some warnings concerning this LOVE—1 John 3:10, 14, 16, 18, 23. 

If you do not love your Christian brothers and sisters in Christ and show it in your dealings, then John asserts that the love of God is not in you! 

Remember, the Veracity of Love is that faith expresses itself through love (Gal. 5:6).
E    
THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF LOVE

1. We should “be rooted and established in LOVE”—Ephesians 3:17. 

Let us never forget that believing correctly and acting with love are essential to discipleship.  

2. Paul urges us to pursue LOVE—2 Timothy 2:22. 

Furthermore, the writer of Hebrews says that we are to “spur one another on to love” (Hebrews 10:24). 

The Encouragement of Love is so important to discipleship that we as God's people cannot function without it! Therefore, we must encourage one another to practice it.  

CONCLUSION


In light of all that we have discovered in the Bible about love, there can be no question as to why Jesus said in our text that it will be by our love for others that the world shall know that we are His disciples! Tina Turner left Christianity and turned to Buddhism. Why? Because she could not find love in the church—among God’s people! 
So, what does love have to do with it? EVERYTHING! That’s all! 
