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INTRODUCTION


The setting for our text today is a time of crisis. Jesus is nearing the day of suffering and death on the cross. He takes His disciples off for a moment away from the crowd: perhaps for refreshing and energizing, but also for encouragement. It is during this momentary break that Jesus is confronted with the worldly ambitions of James and John along with their mother. Let us see how He handles their desire for pre-eminence in His Kingdom. In doing so, Jesus discusses what true greatness really is.

I.
MISGUIDED MOTIVES (vv. 20-21)


1.   There will always be women who are status seekers.


2.   There will always be men who are power hungry.

II.
CRITICAL CONSIDERATIONS (vv. 22-23)


1.   Pre-eminence in His Kingdom is based upon suffering.


2.   Pre-eminence demands service rendered in a spirit of love, not for reward.

III.
WORLDLY WAYS (vv. 24-25)


1.   Those who seek pre-eminence stir up anger and jealousy.


2.   Those who seek pre-eminence define greatness as exercising authority and ruling.

IV.
GODLY GREATNESS (vv. 26-27)


1.   Whoever desires to be great in God’s Kingdom must be a servant.


2.   Whoever desires to be pre-eminent must become a slave.

V.
ETERNAL EXAMPLE (v. 28)


1.   Jesus did not come to be served, but to serve.


2.   Jesus came to give His life for others.

CONCLUSION


These men and their mother got answers they were not expecting. They had hoped to reign with Jesus, to be lords over others. However, Jesus intends for His followers to be servants of others, not lords over others. He redefines greatness as ministering, as serving, as showing love in action out of a spirit of humility. True greatness involves giving your life for others, not asking others to give their lives for you! Do you understand this simple lesson from Jesus? If you do, then begin to practice the message in your life by serving others in a spirit of humility and of love.

Illustration: A poor Scottish Farmer named Fleming
Winston Churchill & the Flemings

A poor Scottish farmer named Fleming was working in a field when he heard a cry for help coming from a nearby bog. He dropped his tools and ran to the bog. There mired to his waist in black muck was a terrified boy, screaming and struggling to free himself. Farmer Fleming saved the lad from what could have been a slow and terrifying death.


The next day, a fancy carriage pulled up to the Scotsman's sparse surroundings. An elegantly dressed nobleman stepped out and introduced himself as the father of the boy Farmer Fleming had saved. "I want to repay you," said the nobleman. "You saved my son's life."


"No, I can't accept payment for what I did," the Scottish farmer replied waving off the offer. At that moment, the farmer's own son came to the door of the family hovel.


"Is that your son?" the nobleman asked.


"Yes," the farmer replied proudly. 


"I'll make you a deal. Let me provide him with the level of education my own son will enjoy. If the lad is anything like his father, he'll no doubt grow to be a man we both will be proud of." And that he did. Farmer Fleming's son attended the very best schools and, in time, graduated from St. Mary's Hospital Medical School in London, and went on to become known throughout the world as the noted Sir Alexander Fleming, the discoverer of Penicillin.

 
Years afterward, the same nobleman's son who was saved from the bog was stricken with pneumonia. His life was saved by a new drug called penicillin. The name of that nobleman was Lord Randolph Churchill, and his son's name was Sir Winston Churchill.

Of course, Winston Churchill is known for being a great man, the great war-time leader of England. However, the farmer was an example of true greatness; for he saved young Churchill and wanted no reward for his service to another human being. Then, he was willing to give up being with his son in order to allow him to have the best education possible. His sacrifice was the world’s blessing! Who among us has not benefited from penicillin? Yes, Farmer Fleming is an example of true greatness! He was willing to forego his own personal interests for the benefit of others! Serving others in a spirit of humility! How about you? Will you serve others in a spirit of humility and love? Will you do so in Jesus’ name?
