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INTRODUCTION

Some Greek folk wanted to see Jesus. Perhaps they wanted to see what He looked like, to see what He was doing, to see what He was saying. They had heard about Him; now, they wanted to see what he was really like. Did you ever wonder what Jesus really looked like? Does He look like a Korean, a Pacific Islander, an Indian, an African, a European? Is Jesus red, yellow, black, or white? What does He really look like? More than His appearance, what is He like? Is He loving and kind or hateful, forgiving or vengeful, servant or ruler, generous or selfish, consistent or unpredictable, joyful or miserable, inspiring or boring? Just what is Jesus like? Today, I propose to tell you what Jesus looks like and what He is like! First, I want us to think about why people want to see Jesus.
I.
WHY PEOPLE WANT TO SEE JESUS


1.   They have seen too much of nothing; they want to see something worthwhile!

(1) They have seen too much of nothing.


False Living: Life but no liveliness; laughter but no joy, love but no loveliness

False Prosperity: Financial gain rather than spiritual gain


False Hope: Creation of a perfect world order, yet war and death increasing

(2) They want to see something worthwhile.


True Life: Meaningful and purposeful


True Prosperity: Spiritual rather than financial


True Hope: Leads to life rather than death

2.   They have seen too much of nobodies; they want to see somebody worthwhile!

(1) They have seen too many nobodies.


False Messiahs: Lead only to death and destruction and despair


False Prophets: False messages that only take away hope


False Friends: Betray and abuse relationship

(2) They want to see somebody worthwhile.


True Messiah: Gives life rather than death

True Prophet: Delivers messages of hope


True Friend: Someone they can trust

My Friends, these people do not want to see preachers who strut around the platform like peacocks, or who dream fantastic dreams as they build their personal empires, or become like frail deities—imperfect beings that exalt self instead of God. They do not want to see Christians that are Pharisees all caught up in their legalistic hypocrisy; or caught up in their exclusive fellowship with little concern for others; or caught up in a fanatical, self-righteous, holier-than-thou practice. No, they have seen enough of that! They want to see Jesus! They will not be satisfied until they see Him!
II.
HOW THEY CAN SEE JESUS TODAY


1.   In Jesus’ lifetime, they could actually see Him face-to-face.

(1) They could go where He was and see exactly what He looked like.

(2) They could follow His ministry and see exactly what He was like.

2.   In our lifetime, they can only see Jesus through His followers (see Galatians 2:20).

(1) If we love Jesus more than we love our own lives, the more people will be able


to see Jesus through us; and the less they will see of us.

(2) If we love Jesus more than we love the world, the more people will see Jesus
 through us; and the less they will see of us.

When people look at you and me, what do they see? Do they see Jesus, or do they see a frail human being that presents a distorted Jesus to them? Look at yourself; look in yourself! What does Jesus look like in you? The more control He has of your life, the more people will see Jesus! The less control He has of your life, the less they will see of Him and the more they will see of you!
CONCLUSION


People still want to see Jesus! They may not say it directly as these Grecians did in our text. However, they still want to see Him! Therefore, I must ask: What does Jesus look like? More specifically, what does Jesus look like in you? Is He loving and kind, forgiving, consistent, joyful, inspiring? My Friends, what Jesus looks like in you is how people see Jesus! We need to present more of Him and less of ourselves!
More of Him—Less of Me!
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More of Him—less of me;





That’s what I want you to see!





More of Jesus’ saving grace,





Less of fallen human race!





More of Jesus’ loving ways,





Less of sinful man who strays!





More of Jesus’ godly joy,





Less of life that doth annoy!





More of Him who died for me,





Less of me for you to see!





More of Jesus—less of me,





That’s the way it has to be!
