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INTRODUCTION


Is there life after death? In the last 30 years, there have been several studies of near-death experiences. The most famous writers are Raymond Moody and Elizabeth Kubler-Ross. In their books, they describe numerous conversations with persons who have had these experiences and describe them as evidences of life after life. Their descriptions record the following details: a loud ringing or buzzing at the point of being near death, rapid movement through a tunnel toward a light, an out-of-body experience, meeting other dead people who help them, meeting with a warm spirit—a being characterized by light, a life-review (an evaluation), reaching of a barrier beyond which they are not permitted to pass, a mysterious reunion of body and spirit (a reluctance to do so), and an inability to communicate exactly what they have experienced. One of my church members had this experience and discussed it with me. What I can tell you is that his life was dramatically changed. He was totally unafraid to die but wanted to live the rest of his life as fully as possible for Jesus Christ. Before, he talked about his job, family, and small matters. Afterward, he talked about the importance of walking with Jesus. He told everyone about the need for Jesus, something he had never done before. His relationships with his family and friends underwent deep, personal change. He had basically come back from the dead and told everyone about it. In the Bible, a man came back from the dead, also. Let us think about what we can learn from such experiences.
I.
DEATH IS A MYSTERY THAT AWAITS US ALL!


1.   It is a mystery that we all must face.

2.   It remains a mystery even after we hear from those who have been near death.

II.
LIFE MUST BE LIVED TO THE FULLEST WHILE WE HAVE IT!


1.   Since life does not last long, we need to live to the fullest of our ability.


2.   We must live the best life possible with our loved ones and with our friends.

III.
NO ONE IS EVER COMPLETELY READY FOR DEATH!


1.   The one dying always leaves behind unfinished business and unspoken words.


2.   The ones left behind also have unfinished business and unspoken words.

IV.
THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN JESUS HAVE ETERNAL LIFE!


1.   Though they die, yet shall they live (v. 25).


2.   “Whoever lives and believes in me will never die” (v. 26).
V.
JESUS HAS POWER TO RAISE THE DEAD!


1.   Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead in our text.

2.   Jesus will also raise us from the dead in the future: Believers will “rise to live”; unbelievers will “rise to be condemned,” or unto death (John 5:29).

 CONCLUSION

In spite of all that we read and hear, we are still left with one great truth: There is still no rational proof that clearly indicates that there is life after death, or life after life. Reason can only take us so far! Then, faith must always take us the rest of the way. Christianity is a religion that emphasizes the importance of faith! Without faith, it is impossible to see God, to believe in God, to know God. Thus, we have faith in God and come to Him through repentance and faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. That, my Friends, is the only way to be sure that you will have life after life! Without faith, you will certainly have death after death! My advice to you today is not to wait until you have a near-death experience to begin dealing with the reality of life after life. We need to live by faith so that we will rise to live, not rise to die again!
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