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INTRODUCTION


There are many prophecies concerning the coming of Messiah throughout the Old Testament. There are prophecies concerning His character, His Ministry, and His birth. The last two weeks, we considered prophecies about His character and ministry. Today, I want us to think about Messiah’s birth. I remind you that all of these prophecies were given at least 400 years before Messiah’s birth, with many coming more than 700 years earlier!

I.
THE LINEAGE OF MESSIAH (Isaiah 11:10)


1.   The Root of Jesse—Father of King David


2.   A Banner for the Peoples—the Rallying Point and a Glorious Place of Rest

Messiah will be a direct descendent of King David and shall call out the people of God from all nations. Note the angel’s words to Joseph in Matthew 1:20 and to Mary in Luke 1:32-33. Also, see the lineage of Joseph (Matthew 1:6) and Mary (Luke 3:31-21) both back to Jesse.

II.
THE MIRACULOUS CONCEPTION—A VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE (7:14)

1.   The Real Meaning—“Virgin” = a Young Woman of Marriageable Age (Still under the Care of Her Parents)

2.   The Real Issue—Alternatives If Messiah Were Not Born of a Virgin (Conceived in an Illicit Affair OR Conceived in a Premarital Consummation)

When Messiah’s birth was announced to Mary, she asked the angel how she, a virgin, could give birth (see Luke 1:34). It is impossible for such a birth to occur. Yet, “nothing is impossible with God” (Luke 1:37). If He were not virgin-born, He could not die for our sins. He would have to die for His own sins since He is just a man! If Jesus were not virgin-born, there would be no means of salvation!
III.
THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE BIRTHPLACE—BETHLEHEM (Micah 5:2)


1.   Bethlehem Ephratah—in Judea, about 10 km from Jerusalem

2.   The City of David—the Place of His Birth and Childhood (Luke 2:4 & John 7:42)

Bethlehem was the place where Ruth met and later married Boaz, father of Obed, grandfather of Jesse, and great grandfather of David (Ruth 1:19ff, 4:16). The city shall forever be significant as the birthplace of kings—King David and King Jesus!
IV.
THE BIRTH OF A SON—MESSIAH (7:14)


1.   Messiah (Immanuel)—Son of Mary and God (Jesus calls God “Father.”)


2.   Messiah (Jesus)—the Son of God and His Words about His Father, God 
(1) In His Prayer: “Father, the time has come. Glorify your son…” (John 17:1).

(2) In His Relationship with God: “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). 


“Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father (John 14:9).

When Messiah comes, He will fully reveal God to mankind! Messiah (Jesus) will call God “Father.” Indeed, He shall be one with God; for He is God in the Flesh! 

V.
THE APPEARANCE OF MESSIAH—SUDDEN (Malachi 3:1)


1.   Messiah’s Appearance in the Temple—Desired, but Sudden and Unexpected


2.   Sudden and Unexpected even though Thirty Years Old—a Carpenter and Preacher

When Messiah comes into the Temple, He is not recognized by the people because He comes as a carpenter, a humble preacher, from Nazareth, not as a King to deliver His people from Roman oppression. He did not fit their expectations of a kingly Messiah!
CONCLUSION


When Messiah arrived, His coming turned out to be quite a surprise. As we have seen these last three Sundays, many prophecies foretold of Messiah’s character, ministry, and birth. My Friends, the Bible clearly proclaims that Jesus fulfilled these prophecies! He is Messiah! Do you believe it? Have you accepted Him as your Savior and Lord? Trust in Him today!
