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INTRODUCTION


There are many prophecies concerning the coming of Messiah throughout the Old Testament. There are prophecies concerning His character, His Ministry, and His birth. Today, I want us to think about Messiah’s character, as prophesied in the OT. In doing so, let us consider His character as revealed in His relationships with God, Himself, and others.
I.
HIS CHARACTER AS REVEALED IN RELATIONSHIP TO GOD


1.   He will have the right Spirit (the Spirit of the Lord) before God.
(1) The Spirit of wisdom and of understanding

(2) The Spirit of counsel and of power

(3) The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord

2.   He will fully display the Spirit of the Lord in His life and ministry.
(1) The Spirit of Humility—Zechariah 9:9.

(2) The Spirit of Zeal (Isa. 9:7).

(3) The Spirit of Faithfulness (Isa. 53:4, 7)
Messiah’s character demonstrates the presence of the Holy Spirit upon Him. The Spirit directs, blesses, and empowers His ministry. He maintains a righteous and faithful lifestyle before God. Thus, God says at the beginning and again near the end of His ministry, “With him I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17; 17:5).
II.
HIS CHARACTER AS REVEALED IN HIMSELF

1.   He will be a King in the line of King David (“from the stump of Jesse”).

(1) He will be born in the City of David, Bethlehem (Micah 5:2).
(2) He will be a King, a direct descendent of King David (see also Isa. 9:7). 
(3) He will have an eternal throne, not a temporary one (Isa. 9:7).

2.   He will be a Servant-King!

(1) The Servant-King will be gentle in dispensing justice (Isa. 42:1-4).

(2) The Servant-King will be faithful to His two duties: to gather God’s People and to bring salvation to the Gentiles “to the ends of the earth” (Isa. 49:1-7).

(3) The Servant-King will carry the sins of all mankind (Isaiah 52:13-53:12).

Messiah’s character demonstrates faithfulness to His duties as a Servant-King. In His gentleness, He suffers for our sins. With His power, He saves us from our sins, not Himself from suffering. What character! What a Messiah!

III.
HIS CHARACTER AS REVEALED IN RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHERS


1.   As a Servant-King, He will serve mankind.

(1) He will serve others in a spirit of humility (Zech. 9:9).

(2) He will speak as one with lips full of grace (Psalm 45:2).

(3) He will extend comfort and mercy to others (Isa. 25:8).

2.   As a Servant-King, He will judge the hearts of others.

(1) He will not judge by what He sees or hears.

(2) He will judge the needy and the poor with justice and righteousness.
(3) He will judge the wicked and slay them with “the rod of his mouth.”

Messiah will be righteous and faithful in carrying out His role of Servant-King. He will gently show mercy to those who suffer, but He shall deal sternly with those that do evil. He will be consistent in His judgments!
CONCLUSION


I remind you that these prophecies concerning the coming Messiah were given hundreds of years before Messiah’s birth! They all are applicable to Jesus Christ. Jesus is the fulfillment of Scripture! He is God’s promised Deliverer! Have you allowed Him to deliver you from your sinful nature? Is Jesus YOUR personal Messiah? If not, why not make Him your Messiah, your Deliverer, right now?


Illustration: The “W” in Christmas (Song—Christmas Love)
