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INTRODUCTION


There is something about the night, especially midnight, that makes it a time of sadness, of crying. For whatever reason, midnight seems to be a time that intensifies sorrow. Yet, after tears at midnight, there often comes rejoicing in the morning. That is what the Psalmist confirms in Psalm 30:5. Similarly, we see the same mysterious occurrence in our text. There are tears at midnight as the Angel of Death passes through Egypt, but there is rejoicing as the People of Israel begin the exodus out of Egypt toward the Promised Land. Let us examine this mystery of weeping followed by rejoicing.

I.
WEEPING BECAUSE OF THE DEATH OF SOMEONE SPECIAL (TEXT)


1.   At midnight, the Death Angel kills the firstborn sons in Egypt (weeping).


2.   At daylight, the Israelites begin leaving Egypt (rejoicing).
II.
WEEPING BECAUSE OF CONCERN FOR SOMEONE SPECIAL (Psalm 126)


1.   When our loved ones reject Jesus Christ as Savior, it brings weeping.


2.   When our loved ones accept Jesus Christ as their Savior, it brings rejoicing.

III.
WEEPING BECAUSE OF NOT HAVING SOMEONE SPECIAL (Psalm 142:4)


1.   Not having someone who cares about you is most painful at night (weeping).


2.   Finding someone special brings joy all day long (rejoicing).

IV.
WEEPING BECAUSE OF MISSING SOMEONE SPECIAL (Matthew 25:1-13)


1.   At midnight, the Bridegroom comes; but some are not ready (weeping).

2.   Those that were ready to meet the Bridegroom go with Him (rejoicing).

CONCLUSION


Do you sometimes weep at midnight? What troubles you when you are alone at night with your thoughts? Is it the death of someone special? Surely, that would bring tears at midnight! Is it concern for someone special that does not yet know the Lord? That would surely bring tears at midnight! Is it concern for not yet having found someone special with whom to share your life? That would also surely bring tears at midnight! My Friends, in all of these situations, I promise you that Jesus Christ will meet you in your midnight weeping. He is the Friend you need. He is one who cares about you. He is the one you can trust in all of life’s circumstances. He is the one who will lift you up and carry you along in those times of weeping. “Weeping may remain for a night, but rejoicing comes in the morning.”


But, whatever you do, do NOT let your weeping be because you missed someone special at the return of Jesus! Those that do not know Jesus as Savior will be cast into outer darkness, where there will be weeping and wailing. There will be no rejoicing in the morning for those persons who reject Jesus. But those that have trusted Him will go to be with the Heavenly Father where they shall rejoice for all eternity (see Matthew 13:41-43). Are you ready for Jesus to come again? Get ready today!

Illustration: Carol, a young girl seriously injured in a motorcycle crash
