MORE MYSTERIES: YOUTHFUL IDEALISM MAY REJECT TRUTH
2 Timothy 2:22-26

Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor

INTRODUCTION


Adolescents and young adults often are motivated by youthful idealism. They see things clearly, if not simply, and want life to match their ideal image of what it should be. They can be brutally frank in questioning, even challenging, adult ways of doing things. Sometimes, this can be good because of challenging adults to change—to be more like what they claim to be! On the other hand, in their idealistic way of looking at things, they sometimes also reject Truth, the Truth of God’s Word, because of misguided thinking. 


In our text, Paul challenges young Timothy (and other young people) to flee evil desires and pursue righteousness. Pursuing the ideal does not necessarily equate to pursuit of righteousness. Sometimes, it can actually cause us to be in opposition to our own best interests! Let us see what we can learn from the Apostle Paul.
I.
THE PURSUIT OF YOUTHFUL IDEALISM


1.   Those persons that pursue idealism can bring change that is positive.

(1) Pursuit of idealism can challenge society and cause it to change for the better.
(2) Pursuit of idealism can change the individual into a better, responsible person.

Such youthful zeal can cause society (or the church) to become more action oriented and less satisfied with the way things are.


2.   Those persons that pursue idealism can bring change that is negative.

(1) Pursuit of idealism can lead to a pursuit of human values, even to humanism.
(2) Pursuit of idealism can lead to a rejection of spiritual values, even Christianity.

Youthful idealism can also cause young people to become involved in actions that are dangerous both to society and to self. Over-zealous actions can lead to ruin!


Youthful idealism can be either positive or negative. If the idealist turns away from the faith and from God’s Truth, the Bible, the result can be dangerous and harmful, even evil! When people turn away from the Truth of God’s Word, they are left with the relativistic thinking of humanism. Whatever their leader, their hero, says, that becomes the truth upon which they base their lives. In rejecting the Truth, they are caught in Satan’s trap, held captive by him and doing his will (see vv. 25-26)! They are acting against their own best interests—that is, they “oppose themselves” (KJV).
II.
THE PURSUIT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS


1.   Those persons that pursue righteousness will bring change that is truly positive.
(1) Such change will include close relationship with those who have pure hearts.

(2) Such change will include being kind and gentle in dealings with the opposition.

God’s righteous followers must not be mean-spirited, angry witnesses. Rather, they must demonstrate the love of God by patiently drawing the opposition to faith.

2.   Those persons that pursue righteousness will seek to change the opposition.
(1) Righteous people will seek to change others through loving, gentle instruction.

(2) Righteous people will seek to change others so that they might gain “knowledge of the truth,” that is, “come to their senses” (vv. 25-26).
Righteous people desire to see the opposition learn the Truth of God and turn their lives over to Him. They know that, if they can reach these people for Christ, they have gained some people that will become zealots for Jesus Christ.

CONCLUSION


Idealism can be either a blessing or a curse. However, righteousness will always be a blessing both in this life and the next. Pursue righteousness! Escape Satan’s trap! Avoid getting caught up in worldly pursuits that may cause you to carry out Satan’s will, rather than God’s will. Pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace together with God’s people, those who are pure in heart. Avoid Satan’s crowd! Illustration: The Church Flying in Formation
