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INTRODUCTION


Here is another mystery for you to consider. It is truly a paradox that the love of money leads to poverty. Yet, Scripture is clear in declaring this truth. First, let us consider the reasonableness of this mystery. Then, let us consider what we should do in light of the solution to this mystery. Paul wants us to know the truth and not be mistaken about the pursuit of wealth. Let us see what he teaches us.
I.
THE UNREASONABLENESS OF UNHEALTHY MINDS (vv. 5, 9-10)


1.   Paul points out that some think “godliness” equals “financial gain”—v. 5.

(1) Such people have corrupt minds that have been robbed of the truth.

(2) Such people are troubled by evil suspicions (fear of being cheated).

(3) Such people live in a constant state of friction (competition).
2.   Paul points out the devastating results of such corrupt thinking—vv. 9-10.

(1) “People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap (by pursuing “many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction”).

(2) People become obsessed; “love for money is a root of all kinds of evil.”
(3) “Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”

Corrupt minds make some people think godliness will automatically bring financial gain. Even some preachers today teach such vile theology. However, Paul will have none of it. He wants us to understand that people who pursue wealth are people that are subjecting themselves to needless temptations and sorrows. Let us see the rest of his argument.
II.
THE REASONABLENESS OF HEALTHY MINDS (vv. 6-8, 11-12)
1.   Paul points out that people with healthy minds know that “godliness with contentment” equals “great gain”—vv. 6-8.

(1) “We brought nothing into the world.”

(2) “We can take nothing out of it.”

(3) The key is “contentment” with what we have; contentment equals great gain!

2.   Paul points out that the man of God has other pursuits—vv.11-12.

(1) “Flee from all of this, but pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness.”
(2) “Fight the good fight of the faith.”

(3) “Take hold of the eternal life….”

The reasonableness of Paul’s words is evident in that godliness does not necessarily lead to financial gain. Jesus had nothing to call His own. Paul did manual labor in order to survive. However, godliness with contentment is great gain! We never see Jesus pursuing money. We never see Paul seeking to gain riches. They were both satisfied with what they had—food and clothing! What more is needed? 

CONCLUSION


They were involved in a pursuit—a pursuit to do God’s will! That is where true joy can be found. That is where true gain can be found—not in the stock market, not in some business venture! These things may bring financial gain that last for a short time, but you cannot take it with you when you depart this life. Furthermore, if you concentrate on gaining wealth, you will never have enough! You will always want more! Only what you do for Jesus Christ has ultimate value and lasts forever! That is what you can take with you when you depart this life! The great mystery is that the love of money leads to poverty—spiritual poverty. But godliness, when mixed with contentment, is great gain!

Illustration: What happens when the stock market crashes
