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INTRODUCTION


You would think that, the more a person knows, the better off the person would be. Right? Well, not always so! The writer of Ecclesiastes, believed to be Solomon, indicates very clearly that seeking wisdom and knowledge can be a waste of time and effort. He struggles to know more and more, but the result is a lack of satisfaction. As he gained more wisdom, he experienced more sorrow. As he gained knowledge, he experienced more grief. Actually, he is completely disheartened and disillusioned! What can we learn from him?
I.
THE WISEST MAN FOLLOWED AFTER WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE.

1.   The wisest man to ever live or write was not satisfied with his life.

(1) His accomplishments are greater than any before him (1:16).
(2) His pride in his accomplishments is obvious (1:16).

(3) His pride demanded that he know more than he presently knew (1:17).


2.   The wisest man to ever live or write wanted to know more.

(1) He wanted to understand, to investigate, to search out wisdom (1:17; 7:25).

(2) He wanted to understand the stupidity of wickedness (1:17; 7:25).

(3) He wanted to understand the madness of folly (1:17; 7:25).

Learning for the sake of learning has little value. Learning is to be used in living, not in thinking great thoughts! Learning without application to life has no value at all!
II.
THE WISEST MAN FOUND SORROW AND GRIEF.


1.   The wisest man discovered something unexpected.

(1) He discovered that no one can comprehend or search out the meaning of what goes on under the sun (8:17).

(2) He discovered that a wise person may claim to know when he really has no understanding whatsoever (8:17).

(3) He discovered that pursuing wisdom and knowledge merges with the pursuit of wickedness and folly—indeed, that they may be one and the same.


2.   The wisest man discovered that the cost of this pursuit is sorrow and grief.

(1) Much wisdom = much sorrow!

(2) More knowledge = more grief!

(3) More study = more weariness! 
Learning should be good, but it can become evil if it becomes an end in itself. Learning for the sake of learning leads to sorrow, grief, and weariness!
III.
THE WISEST MAN FORGOT GOD AND BECAME A FOOL.

1.   The wisest man in history can forget God.

(1) Solomon forgot God when he formed foreign alliances for Israel’s security.

(2) Solomon forgot God when he married foreign wives with foreign religions to seal those foreign alliances.

(3) Solomon forgot God as he pursued wisdom and knowledge and became a fool.


2.   The wisest man in our day can also forget God and become a fool (Rom. 1:21-25).

(1) Even if they claim to be wise, they become fools when they forget God (v. 22).

(2) Forgetting God, they make God in their own image and worship images (v. 23).

(3) They worship the creation, not the Creator, and turn to sexual impurity (v. 25).
Learning can lead to a wisdom that no longer recognizes simple truth! In one’s pride and self-confidence, man can become a fool and think there is no God!

CONCLUSION

The pursuit of wisdom may lead us to become fools. That is what happened to Solomon! That is what happened to mankind in Romans 1. We think we know so much that we no longer need God. Foolish man! Without God at the center of our wisdom and knowledge, we will end up like them! We also will become desperate, disheartened, and disillusioned! Illustration: Wise man asks a young boy a question about where God is
