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INTRODUCTION


Some preachers and teachers today say that, if you are suffering from pain or disease, you should pray the prayer of faith and be healed. But what if you pray and the problem continues, which is more likely to happen. Then, what? Do you blame God for not “keeping His promise to heal”? Or should you blame yourself because your faith is too small? What does the Scripture have to say to help us with this discouraging situation?

I.
THE PAINFUL SUFFERING OF THE APOSTLE PAUL (v. 7)


1.   A Thorn in the Flesh
(1) Possibly a vision problem (cf. Acts 9:8-9, 18; Galatians 4:10-15; 6:11)
(2) Positively a visible problem


2.   A Reminder Not to Become Conceited

(1) A Messenger from Satan

(2) A Misery like Torture

II.
THE PRAYER FOR DELIVERANCE, OR HEALING (v. 8)


1.   Paul’s Prayer of Faith (3 Times)


2.   Paul’s Plea for Deliverance 

III.
THE RESPONSE OF GOD TO PAUL’S PRAYER OF FAITH (v. 9a)


1.   “My grace is sufficient.”

(1) Sufficient for Everyday Needs

(2) Sufficient for Extraordinary Needs


2.   “My power is made perfect in weakness.”

(1) Where we are strong, we may not seek God’s help.

(2) Where we are weak, we certainly will seek God’s help.

IV.
THE REASON FOR NOT GRANTING PAUL’S PRAYER REQUEST


1.   Did Paul’s lack of faith or some unconfessed sin hinder the healing? NO!
2.   Did God want to heal Paul? YES! But God had another plan for Paul’s problem: It involved giving him sufficient grace everyday to overcome his problem. However, healing would not occur until his death.
V.
THE PROPER ATTITUDE TOWARD LIVING WITH PAIN (vv. 9b-10)

1.   Choice #1: Bitterness, anger, and constant complaining! God forbid!
2.   Choice #2: Rejoicing in weakness and pain so that Christ might be glorified in our suffering as we are graced with His comforting presence.
CONCLUSION


It is truly a mystery how a person can be made strong through weakness. It seems to be impossible by the world’s standards. Yet, God says it is true. If a person is healed miraculously, it is a one-time event that persons may marvel at for some period of time and then forget. Praise God for such miraculous healing! However, it is impossible to forget when you see someone suffering gracefully for months, even years, and still glorifying God in the midst of the suffering. Such people receive sufficient grace to live one day at a time until God finally calls them to His eternal home and gives them healing by giving a new body. Praise God for His wonderful grace!


Illustration: Prayer and God’s answers
