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INTRODUCTION


Is Christianity relevant in today’s world? Why are many young people leaving the church? Why are many churches today becoming older? Is Christianity dying from a lack of relevancy? Is it possible that the way we live and demonstrate the Christian faith indicates to the world that Christianity has little or no relevance? Is YOUR faith relevant? Surprisingly, the Bible deals with this same problem centuries ago. In my sermon today, I will propose three principles of a relevant faith.

I.
WITHOUT FAITH, YOUR CHRISTIANITY IS IRRELEVANT! (Hebrews 11)


1.   Without faith, you cannot see God.


2.   Without faith, you cannot serve God.


3.   Without faith, you cannot please God.


Without faith, Christianity is little more than a social agency seeking to do good. I am not saying that being a social agency is bad. However, it is bad if that is all the church has to offer to the world. Christianity is a faith-based religion that seeks to carry out the will of God as revealed in the Bible. It is not merely a social agency! It is not merely a counseling center! It is not merely a hospital for the sick! It seeks to develop and grow faith. If Christianity loses that focus, it will lose its relevance!

II.
WITHOUT WORKS, YOUR FAITH IS IRRELEVANT! (James 2)


1.   Without works, you give no evidence of having a genuine faith.


2.   Without works, you give a negative meaning to the idea of faith.


3.   Without works, you reveal a lack of appreciation of what Jesus has done for you.


Faith without works equals death! Christians without works are unfruitful vines that need to be pruned away from the source of life. Churches with a “works-less” congregation will soon wither and die. Without works of faith, you will reach no one for Christ, impress no one to come to Christ, and will have an irrelevant faith.

III.
WITHOUT LOVE, YOUR WORKS OF FAITH ARE IRRELEVANT! 

(1 Cor 13:2 & Gal 5:6)


1.   Without love, works of faith will seem empty and meaningless.


2.   Without love, works of faith will seem like hateful activities, or undesired duties.

3. Without love, works of faith will very likely turn people away from Christianity.

Works of faith minus love equal nothing! Without love, works of faith will have no value. Indeed, they will erect a barrier between the world and Christianity. Non-Christians will see Christian works as nothing more than rituals, instead of acts of kindness and love. They will not see Jesus living within the believer! Neither will they see anything in us to attract them to Jesus Christ! Your faith, your Christianity, will have no relevance in today’s world.

CONCLUSION


The world shall know us as Christians by our love! Faith minus works equals death! Works of faith minus love equal nothing! Therefore, we must demonstrate a faith that is relevant by performing Christian acts of service with a spirit of love. If we do not, then our faith will NOT be relevant. Our faith will be ineffective and will draw no one to Jesus Christ. My Friends, people in today’s world need to see our love! Will you show love to others?


Illustration: Faithfulness Regardless of the Circumstances

