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INTRODUCTION


Many years ago, Karl Marx described religion as “the opiate of the masses.” Quite naturally, political systems based upon his theories have been either atheistic or hostile toward Christianity. Similarly, some people today describe the church as the enemy of society. They believe that ministers are great deceivers with a narrow-minded way of seeing all of life, that they distort reality and live perverse lives. You can easily see this belief in the movies coming out of Hollywood and as portrayed on our TV programs. It should come as no surprise to us; for, in our text, Christians in the first century were described as having “turned the world upside down” (KJV), or of having “caused trouble all over the world” (NIV). Let us examine the actions and claims of both groups.

I.
LET US EXAMINE THE PERSONS INVOLVED.

1. The Believers Accused of Turning the World Upside Down

                  (1) Who They Were: Paul, Silas, Others (Including Luke)

                  (2) What They Did: Reasoned (in the Synagogue) that Messiah Had to Suffer and 

            Die (and that Jesus Was Messiah)


      (3) Whom They Attracted: God-fearing Greeks and Prominent Women

2. The Non-Believers Who Accused the Believers

(1) Who They Were: Jealous Jews Unconvinced that Jesus Was Messiah

(2) What They Did: Started a Riot, Attacked Jason and Other Believers in His

      Home, Dragged Them to City Officials, Mocked Them and Accused Them of

      Turning the World Upside Down All Over the World and Now Here, Accused

      Them of Proclaiming Jesus as King instead of Caesar, Had Them Imprisoned

(3) Whom They Attracted: Bad Characters from the Marketplace

II.
LET US EXAMINE THE TRUTHFULNESS OF THE ACCUSATIONS.

1. The Non-Believers’ Twisted View of the World

(1) Caused the World to Be Upside Down Because of Sensuality: The Body More

Important Than the Soul, Sexual Fulfillment More Important Than Love, Pleasure More Important Than Purity, Quantity More Important Than Quality

(2) Caused the World to Be Upside Down Because of Self-Centeredness: Creation

 
More Important Than Creator, Man Worships Self As God

(3) Caused the World to Be Upside Down Because of Sin: Good and Evil Reversed

The truth is that the non-believers had turned the world upside down by their sinful rebellion against God. They loved life the way it was and hated anything that challenged them. Unfortunately, they did not realize the truth of their condition.

2. The Believers’ True View of the World

(1) Recognized God As God

(2) Established Right Relationship with God and Man

(3) Emphasized Priorities of Life: Spirit More Important Than Body, Love More

      Important Than Sexual Fulfillment, Purity More Important Than Pleasure,

      Quality of Life More Important Than Quantity

The truth is that the believers were turning the world right side up. It had been upside down because of sin twisting and distorting reality. It had been that way so long for the unbelievers that the upside down world seemed to be the right side up!

CONCLUSION

Many today are living in an upside-down world. They also think with minds twisted by sin. They also think they live in a normal, wholesome world. They also think the church is obsolete, even narrow-minded to the point of being harmful to mankind. Thankfully, some of them will realize the truth when confronted with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. That message can change, transform, and bring new birth. That message will turn their world right side up! Now I must ask: How do you see this world? Illustration: Buddy the Horse
