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INTRODUCTION

When people become distressed and discouraged along life’s journey, they oftentimes complain, complain, and complain. What shall we say to people who become negative, or pessimistic, about life? What does the Bible teach us about complaining? Our text reveals truths we need to learn and heed.
I.
BEGINNING OF GRUMBLING

1.   The Israelites begin to grumble (complain) before leaving Egypt (Exodus 5:20).
2.   The Israelites continue this complaining throughout the entire journey—14 times are mentioned (see Exodus 14-17, 32, Numbers 11-12, 14, 16, 20, and our text).
The Israelites had a slave mentality that caused them to complain about everything! 
II.  
STUMBLING BY GRUMBLING

1.   The impatient Israelites complain about the leadership of God and Moses.

2.   God’s discipline (venomous snakes) brings repentance, restoration, and a test.

The Israelite complaints were like venomous bites to God and to Moses. Thus, God’s discipline is very appropriate. Poisonous snakebites! The test was simple but sufficient! If bitten by a snake, by repentance and faith, look and live!

III.
DYING BY DENYING

1.   Those persons that did not look at the brass snake may have had alternative ideas.

(1) Perhaps some tried to make pets of the snakes. (“I will be kind to my snake, and it would never kill me!”)

(2) If bitten, some may have tried to just shake off the snake. (“I can heal myself by personal efforts.”)

(3) Once they were bitten, some may have decided to wait until they were better before going to look at the snake. (“I need to get better before God will help.”)
(4) Some may have wanted to look but did not want to give up their snake. (“I don’t want to give up my beloved pet snake—my favorite sin.”)

(5) Some may not have wanted to look because they did not like the one giving the instructions. (“I don’t like Moses’ personality or his speaking style.”)


2.   Those persons that did not look at God’s source of salvation all died without hope!

When God provides a way of salvation for one’s sins, the only hope man has is to obey God’s plan! Any man-made plan will only lead to certain death! God’s plan for the Israelites in the desert was a picture of God’s plan for all mankind.
IV.
SNAKE ON A STICK=CHRIST ON THE CROSS (John 3:14-18)

1.   All mankind has rebelled against God and been bitten by the old serpent (Satan).

2.   Man’s only hope to be delivered from certain death is Jesus Christ on the Cross.

It is time for man to stop complaining about his life and stop rebelling against God’s plan for his life! Our sinful rebellion has caused us to be bitten by the old Serpent. We have no hope apart from Jesus Christ. Let us stop complaining and start repenting! Only then can God restore us through His son.

CONCLUSION


Complaining is a sin against God’s leadership and God’s plan. God is not pleased when we complain. As a child of God, stop complaining about your life; and start living according to God’s plan! If you continue to complain, He will send “snakes” into your life to get your attention. Those “snakes” may take the form of unhappiness, problems, pain, suffering, and so on. I caution you today: Sin’s venom is more deadly than the venom of the snakes in our text! If you are not yet a believer in Jesus Christ, now that you know the seriousness of being without Christ in the world, why should you delay accepting Him as your Savior? Look and live! Follow God’s plan! Stop complaining! Be thankful instead!

Illustration: Reasons to Stop Complaining and Be Thankful
