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INTRODUCTION


Every now and then, someone asks me, “Pastor, what is the unpardonable sin”? Of course, what the person is really wondering is if (s)he is in danger of committing such a sin. Such a sin would be unforgivable, something that would condemn a person to hell. Just what is this sin, and is it really unforgivable? How does one commit it? Who can commit this sin?

I.
IDENTIFYING WHAT THE UNFORGIVABLE SIN IS


1.   What the Sin Is NOT


(1) It is not swearing (Peter had done that).


(2) It is not stealing (Zachaeus had done that).


(3) It is not drunkenness (Noah had done that).


(4) It is not adultery (the woman at the well in John 4 had done that).


(5) It is not divorce (the woman at the well had done that 5 times).


(6) It is not murder (Paul had done that).


2.   What the Sin IS


It is the rejection of the Holy Spirit and His call unto salvation through repentance of sin and faith in Jesus Christ. This rejection is based upon a belief that Jesus is an imposter working for Satan).


(1) It involves a repeated ignoring of the Holy Spirit’s convicting call.


(2) It involves a willful rejection of Jesus Christ as the only way of salvation.
(3) It involves the belief that the works of God (in the life and ministry of Jesus and that of the Holy Spirit) are actually the works of Satan.
(4) It is an unforgivable sin because it refuses to recognize God at work in Jesus.

II.
IDENTIFYING HOW TO COMMIT THE UNFORGIVABLE SIN


1.   A person can commit this sin by repeatedly ignoring the Holy Spirit—Pharaoh.

2.  A person can commit this sin by turning away from Jesus after having been with Him—Judas. Compare Hebrews 6:4-6; 10:26-31.

3.  A person can commit this sin by attributing the works of God to the works of Satan—the teachers of the law in our text. 
III.
IDENTIFYING WHO CAN COMMIT THE UNFORGIVABLE SIN


1.   Only an unbeliever can commit this sin; Christians cannot!

2.   An unbeliever who still feels the gentle calling of the Holy Spirit has not!

CONCLUSION


As a child of God, you cannot commit the unforgivable sin, “the eternal sin” as it is called in v. 30. As a child of God, you may commit many sins; but this is not one of them. This is the sin only the unbeliever can commit by deciding to reject Jesus as a tool of Satan. 


Jesus is the Son of God, the Savior, the ONLY way to our Heavenly Father! Peter proclaims this truth forcefully in Acts 4:12: “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” Only Jesus! If a person turns away from Jesus and denies that He is God in the flesh, but instead believes that He is from Satan, there is no hope and no forgiveness for such a person! Only Jesus! ONLY JESUS!



“Only Jesus can satisfy your soul!




Only He can take your heart and make it whole!




He’ll give you peace you never knew,




Sweet love and joy, and Heaven, too!




Only Jesus can satisfy your soul!”
