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INTRODUCTION


Man is a revenge-conscious creature. When someone does something unkind to us, we respond with an equal or greater act of unkindness. We do not wish to turn the other cheek when someone strikes us. Yet, the words of Jesus are very clear when it comes to forgiving others. Our text presents the attitude of forgiveness that ought to characterize us.

I.
PETER’S PRIDEFUL QUESTION (v. 21)
1. He goes beyond the demands of Rabbinic law—more than doubling three times.

2. He goes beyond the bounds of reason—assuming no provocation on his part.

3. He goes beyond the words of the question—expecting praise for his generosity.

Like Peter, we like to think of ourselves as being reasonable and deserving of our Lord’s praise for our actions. Yet, oftentimes, our actions are based upon less-than-Christian principles.

II.
JESUS’ PAINFUL RESPONSE (v. 22)
1. Jesus does NOT praise him for exceeding the demands of Rabbinic law. 

2. Jesus implies there is NO limit to forgiveness—forgiving until 70 times 7.

3. Jesus left NO doubt as to what He was saying—giving a parable to explain.

Jesus does not allow us to harbor sub-Christian principles. He speaks directly to the heart of our foolishness and helps us see the error of our ways.

III.
JESUS’ POINTED PARABLE (vv. 23-35)
1. The Lesson of Proportion

(1) A ten thousand talents (millions of dollars) equals our sin-debt owed to God.

(2) One hundred denarii (a few dollars) equals our brother’s sin-debt owed to us.

2. The Lesson of Forgiveness

(1) God forgives us a debt that we could never repay in a thousand lifetimes.

(2) We should forgive others for their debts that are usually insignificant.

3. The Lesson of Mercifulness

(1) A person has no hope except for falling before God and begging for mercy.

(2) A person proves he has not experienced God’s forgiveness if he shows no mercy and forgiveness to others.


In this parable, Jesus clearly points out the truth of our foolish thinking. He wants us to base our actions upon the truth of what God has done for us. Let us never forget that the actual price of our sin-debt is the death of Jesus Christ on the Cross.

CONCLUSION


In the Model Prayer, Jesus teaches us to pray thusly: “Forgive us our debts [sins] as we also have forgiven our debtors [those who sin against us]” (Matthew 6:12). If we do not forgive others, we cannot expect God’s forgiveness. Similarly, James writes, “Judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful” (James 2:13). If we have experienced God’s great mercy and forgiveness, we will readily see that we should show mercy to others. We will understand that we are not worthy to judge others and will be more likely to be merciful and forgiving. As children of God, let us demonstrate a loving and forgiving attitude in our relationships with others.
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