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INTRODUCTION


I believe that Satan, not God, brings evil or bad circumstances into our lives. However, WE sometimes invite Satan to introduce circumstances that lead to painful results. God uses this pain to discipline us and call us back to Himself. You see, God disciplines those that He loves and has accepted as His children. Discipline may be painful and not pleasant, but it brings us to our spiritual senses.
I.
THE PAINFUL ASSESSMENT OF GOD’S DISCIPLINE

1. God rebukes (“convicts,” or “tells a fault”) those He loves—v. 5.

2. God disciplines (“educates,” or “trains”) those He loves—v. 6.

3. God punishes (“whips,” or “flogs”) every child He accepts—v. 6.

4. God’s discipline, although not enjoyable, is for our good—v. 10.

5. God’s discipline is not pleasant, but painful—v. 11.

No discipline of any kind is enjoyable, but it causes us to see the need for repentance of our sins. Just as human parents do, God uses discipline that is designed to help us!

II.
THE POSITIVE ADVANTAGES OF GOD’S DISCIPLINE

1. Discipline is proof of our relationship with God—vv. 5, 8.

2. Discipline allows us to share in His holiness—v. 10.

3. Discipline produces a harvest of righteousness—v. 11.

4. Discipline produces a harvest of peace—v. 11.

5. Discipline is training for daily living—v. 11.

Discipline is not pleasant, but is painful. Yet, we can choose to learn from God’s discipline and find peace, joy, and strength for daily living of a righteous life.

III.
THE POSSIBLE ATTITUDES TOWARD GOD’S DISCIPLINE

1. Angry Andy: “Why me, God? I don’t deserve this!”

2. Persevering Percy: “Suffering is a part of life. I’ll just have to endure it.”

3. Pity Patty: “Poor little me! God is punishing me more than I can bear.”

4. Judgmental Judy: “Why does Bill get away with it but not me?”

5. Grateful Grace: “Thank you, God, for loving me enough to discipline me.”

There are many ways to respond to God’s discipline. However, we should respond with gratitude because God still loves us and has not given up on us!

CONCLUSION


When God disciplines us, we should stop being feeble and weak in our lifestyle. Instead, we need to look for positive benefits, not complain about the negative circumstances.

Consider verse 13. If God disciplines us and we respond by living a disciplined life before unbelievers, they will not be disabled by our bad example. Rather, they can be healed because we have shown them Jesus Christ living in and through us! The unbelieving world all around us needs Jesus! However, they will see Jesus in us only if we live a disciplined, Christ-like life before them.


Is our lifestyle healing or disabling the unbelievers around us? Does our life lead people to Jesus, or does it lead people away from Him?




Through it all! Through it all! 




Oh, I’ve learned to trust in Jesus. I’ve learned to trust in God.



Through it all! Through it all!


Yes, I’ve learned to depend upon His Word!

