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INTRODUCTION


In the 1999-2000 NFL (National Football League in the USA) season, the St. Louis Rams were the super bowl champions. That was a demonstration of timing, which is talked about in our text. But a more powerful example of timing was the quarterback of the Rams, Kurt Warner. He had never started in the NFL before that season. Then, as a backup to Trent Green, he suddenly found himself the starting QB when Green was injured in the preseason. Having been a stock boy at a supermarket previously, he went on to have an amazing season and win the most valuable player in the super bowl and a host of other awards for the season. It was all a matter of timing. Timing is very important in life!

I.
TIMING IN OUR TEXT

1. The Physically Superior and the Importance of Timing

(1) The fastest runner does not always win the race—weather, injuries, tripping.

(2) The best warrior does not always win the battle—weapon, injury, unlucky.


2.   The Intellectually Superior and the Importance of Timing

(1) The wisest farmer does not always have something to eat—drought, disease.

(2) The most brilliant person does not always attain wealth—disaster, economy.

(3) The most educated person does not always find favor—wrong religion, party.


Timing is everything when it comes to opportunity. In England, poet laureates are appointed for life, typically because of their popularity at the time of death of the previous appointee. John Masefield was laureate for nearly half of the 20th century but wrote nothing noteworthy following appointment. At the same time, great poets, such as T. S. Eliot, were not appointed because of Masefield’s long life. Timing!

II.
TIMING IN OUR TIME

1. Time and Chance (for All People) 

(1) God invites all people to be a part of His family; yet some have never heard.

(2) God sends His messengers to tell the Good News and invites all to be saved.

2. Time and Chance (for God’s People)

(1) Chance (opportunity) is not an accident but a divine coincidence.

(2) Opportunity comes in God’s time: Compare Moses as deliverer at age 40 when he failed in his own plan and at age 80 when he succeeded with God’s guidance.


In God’s timing, nothing is by chance or accident. It may seem that way to us, but we have limited vision and understanding. God uses all of the circumstances of our lives—both good and bad—to accomplish His plan in His own good time. It is important that we learn to wait upon the Lord to work on His timetable.

CONCLUSION

“Time and chance happens to them all.” Are you in need of financial help in your life? Wait upon the Lord. In His own good time, He will accomplish His Will in your life. Are you in need of emotional help in your life? Wait upon the Lord. In His own good time, He will accomplish His Will in your life. Are you in need of spiritual help in your life? Wait upon the Lord. In His own good time, He will accomplish His Will in your life. Whatever your need, God will do good in your life if you are His child and willing to wait upon Him. 

Now, go back and look at verse 10: “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might.” We are to be involved in working everyday, doing God’s Will every day, even while we await God’s timing for God’s opportunity to come! So, in waiting for God to bring a special opportunity, we must stay busy doing God’s Will now! If you wait idly and watch for God’s opportunity to come, you may be in the wrong place or in the wrong spirit and miss the opportunity altogether. Get busy today and do what God gives you to do today. You may discover years later that what you were doing today was God’s great moment of opportunity.

Illustration: Man Going Home Late after Work

