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INTRODUCTION


We talked last week about the danger of individualism. People choose to do what pleases themselves. Thus, we are living in a time when divorce is increasing dramatically. Many causes are offered as “acceptable” reasons for divorce. Spouses endure great emotional stress and heartache. Children suffer unimaginable pain, pain that lasts a lifetime. Once their lives have been torn apart, they lose their sense of security and the ability to trust those they love. What tragedy! What despair! What loss! What does Jesus teach us about divorce?

I.
TWO SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT ABOUT DIVORCE IN JESUS’ DAY

1. Rabbi Hillel—The Liberal View

(1) The “some indecency” of Deuteronomy 24:1 includes many causes for divorce.

(2) The phrase includes not finding grace in one’s spouse—i.e., finding someone more pleasing than one’s spouse.

2. Rabbi Shammai—The Conservative View

(1) The phrase is limited to fornication or adultery committed by the spouse (Rabbinic law demanded divorce for adultery and childlessness after 10 years).

(2) The phrase did not include such things even as desertion or insanity.


Naturally, the Hillel view was the view held by most folk in Jesus’ day.

II.
JESUS’ THOUGHT ABOUT DIVORCE

1. Response to Question about Divorce for Any and Every Reason

(1) In the beginning (Genesis 1), God set the pattern: one man-one woman for life.

(2) Man and woman are commanded to leave their parents and be joined as one (v.5), and no man should separate what God has joined (v. 6).

2. Response to Question about Moses’ Command to Give a Bill of Divorcement

(1) Moses did not command, but permitted divorce because of hardness of heart.

(2) In the beginning (Gen. 1), Adam and Eve were told to be fruitful and multiply, not divide (there was no one else to divide them by adultery).


The “exception clause” that permits divorce was probably omitted by Mark and Luke because of the Rabbinic rule being taken for granted. However, Matthew included it; and it helps us understand that the phrase “some indecency” refers to adultery, or unfaithfulness to one’s spouse. Hence, divorce is severely limited by the Master.

III.
THE DISCIPLES’ THOUGHTS AND JESUS’ RESPONSE

1. Disciples: “It is better not to marry [if they have to live together]” (v. 10).

(1) They saw the misery of many marriages—perhaps their own.

(2) They thought it would be better to live alone than to live in misery.

2. Jesus: Only a few can live a life of celibacy (vv. 11-12).

(1) God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone” (Genesis 2:18). 

(2) Paul said, “It is better to marry than to burn with passion” (1 Corinthians 7:9).


The Scriptures are very clear that marriage is the norm and divorce is prohibited.

CONCLUSION


In Malachi 2:16, God says, “I hate divorce.” That is not debatable! We need to follow the intentions of our Creator and be obedient to the words of Jesus Christ. That will please God and bring His blessings. However, like Paul, I will add my own words here: I believe that no one should remain in a hate-filled, violent relationship characterized by abuse.


Now, what should you do if you are already divorced? Paul says you should not marry another, but seek reconciliation with your spouse if you wish to be married (1 Cor. 7:10-11). And what if you have been divorced and are now remarried, are you without hope of ever receiving the blessings of God? Certainly not! You need to confess your sin, your failure in your marriage, and be forgiven! God hates divorce, but He hates all sin. Divorce can be forgiven—just as other sins. God will forgive. He will restore you to fellowship with Him. 
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