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INTRODUCTION


Modern society has a negative impact upon us all. One way is the over-emphasis upon the individual. Oftentimes, there is too much emphasis upon the sense of one’s own importance. Persons begin to think that life revolves around them, much as they did when in childhood. Of course, the Bible teaches that the individual IS important to God. We should place a high value on ourselves. The Lord certainly did when He gave His life for us. Also, Satan surely does; for he seeks to capture us for his kingdom of darkness.

Nevertheless, we dare not over-value ourselves in the presence of God. The centurion in our text can teach us much about the value of self and a sense of unworthiness.

I.
WHAT THE TEXT SAID ABOUT THE CENTURION

1. He was a man of responsibility and authority—v. 8.

2. He was a man of love and compassion—v. 2.

3. He was a man of action (heard about Jesus and sent for Him)—v. 3.

II.
WHAT OTHERS SAID ABOUT THE CENTURION

1. He was worthy of the Master’s concern—v. 4.

2. He loved the Israelite people—v. 5.

3. He built a synagogue for the people—v. 5.

III.
WHAT THE CENTURION SAID ABOUT HIMSELF

1. “I do not deserve to have you come under my roof”—v. 6.

2. “I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you”—v. 7.

3. His words revealed his faith, “Say the word, and my servant will be healed”—v. 7.

IV.
WHAT JESUS SAID ABOUT THE CENTURION

1. He was amazed at him—v. 9.

2. He told the crowd, “I have not found such great faith even in Israel”—v. 9.

3. He honored the man’s faith by healing his servant—v. 10.

CONCLUSION


Although his friends considered him worthy of God’s healing ministry, the centurion considered himself to be unworthy to come into the presence of the Lord. Jesus recognized that his faith was worthy of praise and blessing, and He ministered healing to the servant. 

If Jesus Christ should appear before you today, would you think of yourself as worthy of being in His presence? If you would, you would prove yourself to be unfit to meet Him because of your pride! But, if you would not feel worthy, why not? Would it be because of your sins of commission or sins of omission? Or would it be because you are aware of the glory of God and your own unworthiness?



“I am not worthy the least of His favor,



But Jesus left Heaven for me.



The Word became flesh and He died as my Savior,



Forsaken on dark Calvary.



‘I am not worthy!’ This dull tongue repeats it.



‘I am not worthy!’ This heart gladly beats it.



Jesus left Heaven to die in my place—



What mercy! What love, and what grace!”
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