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INTRODUCTION


This is the fourth in a series of sermons on the Holy Spirit and His role in the life of the Church and the believer. We have talked about the role of the Holy Spirit as related to the Bible, to salvation, and to assurance of salvation. Today, we will discuss the role of the Holy Spirit in the life and ministry of the Church. It has been estimated that, if the Holy Spirit were removed from the Church, 95% of the work would continue as though nothing had happened. Could that be true? God forbid! Let us examine the importance of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

I.
THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT

1.   Special Gifts for the Ministry of the Word

(1) Apostles: The gift for laying the foundation of the Church—in teachings, writings, and doctrinal disputes; and for opening the doors of the Kingdom—to the Jews (Acts 2), the Samaritans (Acts 8), and the Gentiles (Acts 10). This is a non-repeatable gift with no successors. Missionaries do have a similar call.
(2) Prophets: The gift for speaking out concerning insights into divine things—not necessarily predictions about the future—and offering edification and inspiration.

(3) Evangelists: The gift for sharing the Good News in different places.

(4) Pastors: The gift for working with a specific group of Christians on a daily basis.

(5) Teachers: The gift for explaining the Bible—especially to newborn Christians.


2.   Special Gifts for the Ministry of the Church: For Its Advancement
(1) Administration: The gift for presiding over, steering, guiding, and maintaining order while keeping the Church focused on its heavenly purpose.
(2) Leadership: The gift for developing and guiding workers in the Body of Christ.

(3) Discernment of Spirits: The gift for recognizing messengers and their motives.

(4) Miracles: The gift for interrupting the natural scheme of things (usually to introduce or validate the Gospel message).

(5) Healing: The gift for curing the body, mind, or soul of some illness.

3.   Special Gifts for the Ministry of the Church: For Its Daily Life

(1) Wisdom: The gift for knowing and making known God’s plan for the Church.

(2) Knowledge: The gift for evaluating ideas and grasping the truth.

(3) Ministry (or Helps): The gift for assisting others in their life and work.
(4) Serving: The gift for doing work for others that they might be reluctant to do.

(5) Faith: The gift for laying hold of God’s promises with wonderful results.

(6) Mercy: The gift for showing sympathy in the presence of human misery.

(7) Exhortation (or Encouraging): The gift for strengthening others.

(8) Giving: The gift for sharing material blessings with a loving spirit.


4.   Special Gifts for the Ministry of the Church: For Its Unique Purpose
(1) Tongues: The gift for speaking another language (for evangelism or praise).

(2) Interpretation of Tongues: The gift for translating a meaningless message.

(3) Celibacy: The gift for serving God with a pure commitment as a single person, mentioned by Paul in 1 Corinthians 7:7. 

(4) Marriage (by implication): The gift for serving God as a married person.

II.
THE PURPOSE FOR THE GIVING OF THE GIFTS


1.   To enable God’s work to be done “in a fitting and orderly way” (14:40).

2.   To build up the people of God (Eph 4:12); to strengthen the Church (14:26).


3.   To insure that ALL of the work will be done “for the common good” (v. 7).
III.
THE MANNER OF THE GIVING OF THE GIFTS


1.   The Holy Spirit “gives them to each one” (v. 11); no one is left out!

2.   The Holy Spirit “gives them to each one, just as he determines” (v. 11).

3.   The Holy Spirit tells us to “eagerly desire the greater gifts” (v. 31).

CONCLUSION


We need to recognize the gifts the Holy Spirit has given to us. Then, we need to develop those gifts and use them in the life of the Church. Paul’s Illustration: Hand & Foot
