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INTRODUCTION


This is the third in a series of sermons on the Holy Spirit and His role in the life of the Church and the believer. We talked two weeks ago about the role of the Holy Spirit as related to the Bible: Inspiration of the Writer and Illumination of the Reader. We talked last week about the role of the Holy Spirit in salvation. Today we want to consider His role in giving the believer assurance of salvation. Are you a child of God? Are you sure? How do you know? If you died tonight, would you go to Heaven? How can you be sure?
I.
ASSURANCE CONCERNING THE PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE


1.   Assurance concerning the Past: No Condemnation (vv. 1-2)


(1) “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”


(2) “The Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.”


2.   Assurance in the Present: Relationship with the Heavenly Father (vv. 14-16)


(1) “Those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God . . . and by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’”


(2) “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.”


3.   Assurance for the Future: Inheritance as Heirs of God (vv. 11, 17)



(1) “He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal

 


bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.”



(2) As children of God, we are “heirs of God and co-heirs with Jesus.”


Yes, because of the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives, we can have assurance that we have been delivered from the penalty of sin and death, that we are children of God, and that we are God’s heirs together with Jesus. Heaven is our home!
II.
ASSURANCE IN WORDS DESCRIBING THE HOLY SPIRIT’S WORK


1.   Marked with a Seal: The Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13; 4:30)


(1) “Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised H.S.”



(2) “…with whom [the H.S.] you were sealed for the day of redemption.”



The seal represents God’s ownership and authority, the basis of our security.

2.   Deposit Given for a Guarantee of Inheritance: The Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:14)


(1) The H.S. “is a deposit [from God] guaranteeing our inheritance.”



(2) The deposit and the guarantee are all “to the praise of his glory.”



The deposit seals the agreement initiated by God and accepted by man.

3.   Witness of Our Being Perfected by God: The Holy Spirit (Hebrews 10:14-15)

(1) “By one sacrifice he [Jesus] has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.”


(2) “The Holy Spirit testifies [witnesses] to us about this.”


Sanctification is possible because of the completed work of Jesus Christ on the cross. We are perfected because of His perfection. The Holy Spirit is our witness that sanctification is occurring in our lives.
III.
ASSURANCE MISSING IN ACTION (CAUSES)


1.   Resisting, or Hindering the Holy Spirit within Us—Spiritually, Psychologically


2.   Failure to Confess Our Sins to God—Willful, Ignorance

3.   Not a Child of God—Assurance Impossible (see Matthew 7:21-23)

CONCLUSION

God wants us to have assurance of salvation. He does not want us to wonder if we are His children. He does not want us to doubt our relationship with Him. He wants us to know for sure. Thus, He has given us His Holy Spirit as proof that we are His children and as proof that we shall inherit Heaven with His Son. He has forgiven our sins and sealed us as His own. That is how we can know for sure that we are a child of God. Do you have this confidence?
