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INTRODUCTION


Last week, we talked about the Holy Spirit’s role related to the Scriptures: Inspiration of the Writers and Illumination of the Readers. Today, I want us to think about the Holy Spirit’s role in the salvation process. Just exactly what should we expect in relation to the Holy Spirit? First, I want to dispel some modern but improper expectations or actions related to the Holy Spirit.

I.
IMPROPER EXPECTATIONS

1.   Seek the Holy Spirit!

(1) Do not seek to find the Holy Spirit.


(2) Rather, seek Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

2.   Seek the Gift of the Holy Spirit!

(1) Do not seek the gift (speaking in tongues) or gifts of the Holy Spirit.


(2) Rather, seek the gift of eternal life by becoming a personal believer in Jesus.

3.
Seek the Power of the Holy Spirit!

(1) Do not seek the power of the Holy Spirit.

(2) Rather, seek forgiveness of sin and reconciliation with the Father.
4.   Seek Healing of the Body!

(1) Do not seek healing of the body as the most important thing in life.

(2) Rather, seek healing of the spirit, which is eternally important.

Illustration of a church in Bolivar, Missouri: A 14-year old boy went forward at the altar call. People gathered around him and began to pray for him. However, no one spoke to him. Since nothing was happening, I went up and kneeled beside him and asked if he had given his life to Christ. He said he had not. I introduced him to Jesus while others were praying he would get “the gift of tongues.” Seek the Lord that He may be found! Do NOT seek the Holy Spirit. Why? That brings us to the second point.
II.
PROPER EXPECTATIONS


1.   The Holy Spirit points us to Jesus Christ—not Himself.


(1) The Holy Spirit NEVER draws attention to Himself.
(2) The Holy Spirit always points to Jesus Christ (His words or His actions) in order to bring glory to Jesus (v. 14).

2.   The Holy Spirit convicts the world of guilt (v. 8).


(1) The Holy Spirit brings to light deeds that have been done in the darkness.


(2) The Holy Spirit points the sinful person to Jesus Christ.

3.   The Holy Spirit convicts the sinner in three ways (vv. 9-11).


(1) He convicts the sinner of his sin because he has not accepted Jesus Christ.


(2) He convicts the sinner of righteousness because Jesus is returning to Heaven.

(3) He convicts the sinner of judgment because Satan has been condemned by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

4.   The Holy Spirit will guide you into all truth (v. 13).


(1) The Holy Spirit will reveal the truth that Jesus gives to Him to reveal.


(2) The Holy Spirit will reveal the future to you.

The Holy Spirit plays a significant role in the salvation process. He convicts the sinner of sin, points the sinner to Jesus Christ, baptizes the repentant sinner into the Body of Christ, and guides the believer into all truth as revealed by Jesus.

CONCLUSION


Salvation is possible only as the Holy Spirit illumines, or shines light upon, our sinful nature. Then, as we compare ourselves to the glorious perfection of Jesus Christ, we recognize our need for forgiveness, possible only through the shed blood of Jesus Christ on the cross.


Illustration of William Murray (son of Madalyn Murray O’Hair) becoming a believer
