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INTRODUCTION


This past week, Newsweek magazine carried an article that said that American troops in Guantanamo Bay had supposedly desecrated the Koran. Muslims everywhere were in an uproar and took to the streets. Out of respect for those who believe in the Koran, we Christians would not desecrate their book. Nevertheless, we believe that the Bible is God’s Holy Word to all mankind, not the Koran. However, when people desecrate the Holy Bible or say evil things about it, Christians do not take to the streets and threaten the lives of all non-Christians. Why? Because we believe so strongly that the Bible is the Word of God that we do not have to defend it. It defends itself. Since it is God’s Word, it is God’s responsibility to defend it. It is our responsibility to love it, study it, obey it, and proclaim it! 

Just what do we really believe about the Holy Bible? We know, for instance, that over forty people wrote various parts of this Bible over a period of 1,500 years. Let’s examine its origin and see what we can learn about this unique Word of God.
I.
THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE INSPIRATION OF THE WRITERS


1.   The Role of Man: Writer
      (1) Prophecy never had its origin in the will of man.

      (2) Prophecy never came about by the prophet’s own interpretation.


2.   The Role of the Holy Spirit: Inspiration

      (1) Men spoke from God.

      (2) Men were carried along by the Holy Spirit.


3.   The Description of the Scriptures: Finished Product (compare Rev. 22:18-19)

      (1) All Scripture is God-breathed (2 Tim 3:16).


      (2) The Scriptures are holy (2 Tim 3:15).
II. 
THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE ILLUMINATION OF THE READERS (John 14:15-27)

1.   The Role of the Holy Spirit: Illumination

      (1) He will teach you all things (John 14:26).


      (2) He will remind you of everything Jesus said (John 14:26).

2.   The Role of Man: Reader

      (1) Men receive comfort from the Holy Spirit’s counsel (John 14:15-18, 27).

      (2) Men will obey the teachings of Christ (John 14:23).


3.   The Demonstration of the Scriptures: Finished Person
(1) All Scripture is useful for the equipping of the saints of God (useful for teaching, rebuking, correction, and training in righteousness) (2 Tim 3:16).

(2) Scriptures, when obeyed, produce peace: hearts that are not troubled and not afraid (John 14:27).
CONCLUSION


From the Scriptures, we learn that God is the Author, Jesus Christ is the Content, the Holy Spirit is the Transmitting Agent, and man is both writer and recipient. The Scriptures are God-breathed, holy, useful, and beloved. Beloved Friends, we must study the Word because it is our sole objective source for our subjective faith in Jesus Christ. Finally, we must obey it and proclaim its message to others. The Holy Spirit will enable us to understand it and to apply its teachings in our lives. Then, the Holy Spirit will empower us to tell others the Good News about Jesus Christ.
