WHEN  OUR  PLACES  SHALL KNOW  US  NO  MORE

Job 7:1-10

By Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor

INTRODUCTION


Human speakers in the Bible are not always speaking for God. When they are no, we need to examine their words very carefully. In our text, Job is in the depths of despair. He says things that are not true spiritually. They are words spoken in the midst of pain and suffering—when all of life seems hopeless. However, his words point out some eternal truths. These truths are the focus of the message today. These truths are simple, yet profound.

I.   THE DAY WILL COME WHEN WE WILL NEVER GO TO OUR HOUSE AGAIN.
     1.   Life is short.


(1)  Life is "swifter than a weaver's shuttle" (v. 6) or a vanishing cloud (v. 9).


(2)  Jonathan said, "There is only a step between me and death" (1 Sam. 20:3).

     2.   Life is full of pain and suffering.


(1)  "Man born of woman is of few days and full of trouble" (Job 14:1).

(2)  Our text gives several descriptive terms: "hard service" (v. 1); "months of futility" and "nights of misery" (v. 3); long, dreary nights without sleep (v. 4); broken bodies (v. 5); frightening dreams and terrifying visions (v. 14); a growing preference for death over life (v. 15); days having no meaning (v. 16); a sense of being a target (v. 20); and a fearful sense of one’s sins not being forgiven (v. 21).

As a minister, I have stood by the graveside with families who have lost infants and with families who have lost elderly loved ones in their 90s. In between those ages, I have seen people who have experienced much pain and suffering!

II.  THE DAY WILL COME WHEN WE WILL NOT RETURN TO OUR POSITIONS.
      1.   We are NOT indispensable to the work we do.


(1)  What we are doing, others have done before us.


(2)  What we are doing, others will do after us.

      2.   Only God is indispensable to the work we do.


(1)  What we are doing is God's work, not our work.


(2)  What we are doing, we are doing under God's guidance and in God's strength.

There is no room for pride or boastfulness. We are gifted by God, called by God, led by God, strengthened by God. All the good we do is directly attributable to God. We can do     nothing in and of ourselves. Someday, the work God has given to us will be given to another, and we shall not return to those positions again.

III.THE DAY WILL COME WHEN OUR PLACES WILL KNOW US NO MORE.
      1.   We never know when that day will come.


(1)  Our predecessors never knew when their day would come to leave this old world.


(2)  Our successors will never know when they or we shall leave this old world.

      2.   We must work for God while He gives us opportunity.


(1)  We must work for God wherever He chooses to place us.


(2)  We must work for God in order to make our positions better than they were when

                   we received them, to leave behind a positive legacy for the Lord.

As long as God gives us opportunity, let us labor for our Master until He comes to take us all home or until He comes to take us home individually. May it be said of all of us that we left our places better than we found them.

CONCLUSION

     
Many years ago, a friend of mine preached a revival at my church about 400 kilometers from my hometown. Following the revival services, I went to visit my father. My friend was preaching a revival there, and my father and I went to one of the services. Even though it was my father’s hometown and where he had preached for over 40 years, the new pastor and my friend did not know him. Whereas we were always introduced as Brother Johnny and his son, on this evening we were introduced as Dr. Glenn Jent and his father. That was the first time I had a personal reason to think of this Bible passage. The day had come unexpectedly when my father’s place knew him no more. Nevertheless, that fact did not negate the wonderful work he had done for the Lord; for my father left his place better than he found it! Parents, friends, make sure you leave this world better than you found it! 
