YOU  ARE  SPECIAL  REGARDLESS  OF  YOUR  FEARS

John 3:1-2; 7:45-51; 19:38-42

By Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor

INTRODUCTION


Most people have a fear of going to the doctor. People with cancer-like symptoms are so fearful of having that dreaded disease that they delay or even refuse to go to the doctor. They are afraid of what the doctor might say, and they would rather not know the truth—if it is bad news. Please listen! Especially with cancer, delay usually increases the chances of suffering and death. Do not allow fear to keep you from doing what you need to do, whether the problem is physical sickness or spiritual sickness.


Fear is a sense of “anxiety and agitation felt at the presence of danger,” whether real or imaginary. Fear often causes one to act irrationally. A person may be afraid of the known or the unknown. My friends, I want to assure you that you are special regardless of your fears.

In our Bible text, Nicodemus comes to visit Jesus at night because of his fear.

I. A FEARFUL VISIT IN THE NIGHT

1. He was afraid of the known (because of his past experience).
(1) His past experience with religious leaders made him cautious—even fearful.

(2) His present dissatisfaction made him fearful of his relationship with God.

2. He was afraid of the unknown (because of his future destiny).
(1) His fear of the known made him fearful about the unknown—the future.

(2) His fear of the future caused him to come to Jesus—but only at night time.

Some people are afraid of the dark, but Nicodemus was afraid of the day.  

II. A FEARLESS VICTORY IN THE DAY

1. He had no fear of the known (because he had been with Jesus).
(1) Jesus releases us from our past fears.

(2) Jesus empowers us for our present struggles.

2. He had no fear of the unknown (because he was trusting in Jesus).
(1) Jesus gives hope for the future.

(2) Jesus gives confidence for the future.

Knowing and trusting Jesus is the basis for fearless living. He is our hiding place and fills our hearts with songs of deliverance whenever we are afraid.

CONCLUSION


What are you afraid of? Are you afraid of the known? If you are afraid of the past, confess it to God and receive His forgiveness. If you are afraid of the present, consecrate yourself to God and release the power of the Holy Spirit in your life. Are you afraid of the unknown? If you are afraid of the future, consider the greatness of our God and rest in His loving promises.



Oh, let the Son of God enfold you with His Spirit and His love.



Let Him fill your heart and satisfy your soul.



Oh, let Him have the things that hold you; and the Spirit, like a dove,



Will descend upon your life and make you whole.



Jesus, Oh Jesus! Come and fill your lambs.



Jesus, Oh Jesus! Come and fill your lambs.


My friends, you are special regardless of your fears! 

