YOU  ARE  SPECIAL  REGARDLESS  OF  YOUR  PAST

John 4:4-26, 39-42

By Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor

INTRODUCTION

In a little Missouri mining town called Potosi, I was preaching a revival and spoke with a man named Paul. He had never given his life to Jesus Christ, but it was obvious that he wanted to do so. As I spoke with him, he indicated that he did not think God would accept a person such as he. I assured him that God’s love was unconditional and that Jesus had died for the sins of all the world, not just a few good folk. Upon hearing that, he repented of his sins and accepted Christ into his life as Savior and Lord; and he became a child of God.

You see, a person’s past life is not the issue. The issue is willingness to trust God Who has made life possible for all of us in the saving death of Jesus Christ on the cross. Our text today presents a person who had failed in life. Her life was shattered beyond repair, or was it?  Was she still special to God?
I. A LIFE RUINED BY WRONG CHOICES

1. Her Natural Responses

(1) Her desire for love brought her to the point of total despair.

(2) Her desire for life brought her to the well and into contact with her only hope.

2. Her Negative Relationships

(1) Her failed relationships with men caused her much pain and suffering.

(2) Her failed relationships with women caused her to come to the well alone.

3. Her Nationalistic Religion

(1) Her faulty righteousness caused her to become an immoral outcast.

(2) Her faulty religion offered her no relief from her sin and guilt.

Truly, her life had been ruined by wrong choices.  

II. A LIFE REPAIRED BY THE RIGHT CHOICE

1. Her Earnest Expectations

(1) Her Messianic expectations gave her hope in the midst of sin’s misery.

(2) Her Messianic expectations opened her eyes to Who Jesus was.

2. Her Extraordinary Experience

(1) Her conversion experience resulted in forgiven sins.

(2) Her conversion experience resulted in fulfilled hopes.

3. Her Eager Excitement

(1) Her newfound excitement caused her to go and tell others about Jesus.

(2) Her newfound excitement caused others to come to Jesus.

Truly, her life had been repaired by making the right choice—by trusting in Jesus.
CONCLUSION


I want you to imagine with me the most wretched person that has ever lived. Imagine that this person is a mass-murderer, a child molester, malicious in every despicable way. Now, I ask you, will Buddhism accept such a person? Will Hinduism accept such a person? Will Islam accept such a person? The answer is a resounding “NO!” These religions are for good people who live moral lives. But will Christianity accept such a person? Jesus said to such people, “Come unto me.” Then, He stretched out His arms and cried, “Father, forgive them.” You see, it is through the shed blood of Jesus that God invites even the vilest, most wretched sinners to be a member of His family! Yes, there’s room at the cross for that kind of person. That means there is room at the cross for you. Let Jesus repair your broken life today. You are special to God—regardless of your past! 

