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INTRODUCTION


Last Sunday, we talked about Palm Sunday being a day of rejoicing. However, Easter Sunday is THE day of rejoicing for all Christians. Nevertheless, that first Resurrection Sunday began very differently. Rather than a day of rejoicing, it began as a day of mourning. Then, it changed to a day of confusion—with one shocking discovery after another. Finally, it became a day of recovery and rejoicing in the presence of the risen Lord. Let us examine the events of this day more closely.

I.
A DAY OF DISCOVERY (A Possible Timeline of Events from the Gospels)

1. The Darkness

(1) Mary Magdalene arrives before daybreak (the tomb is open; the body missing).

(2) She runs to tell Peter and John, who then run to the tomb.

(3) They see, do not understand, return home, and gather with the other disciples.

(4) Mary Magdalene returns to the tomb; other women arrive (Mary, mother of 
James; Joanna; Salome; and others).

2. The Dawning

(1) Angels appear (Some see one, who speaks; others who look inside see two).

(2) Mary leaves the tomb first before the other women and meets a “gardener.”

(3) The man is Jesus; the other women come and also see Him.

(4) They all run to tell the gathered disciples that they have seen the risen Lord.

3. The Daylight

(1) Peter (and others) run to the tomb once more; then, they return to the group.

(2) In the late afternoon, Jesus appears to two men on the road to Emmaus.

(3) These two men return to Jerusalem and tell the disciples.

(4) Finally, Jesus appears to the ten and others in the locked room.

These events are somewhat in disarray in the Gospels because of confusion caused by the surprising turn of events. Also, the emphases of the Gospel writers do not require them to present the events in order, except for Luke. The order of the above events is my arrangement. The little details may be confusing, but the big details are consistent.

II.
A DAY OF RECOVERY (The Progressive Revelation of the Truth)

1. The Mystified Believers

(1) The women thought the Body of Jesus had been taken by someone.

(2) The soldiers said the Body of Jesus had been stolen by the Disciples.

2. The Mysterious Beings

(1) The angels said the Body of Jesus had come back from the dead and was alive.

(2) The Risen Jesus appeared to the women.


3.   The Marvelous Body

(1) The Risen Jesus appeared to the two men on the Road to Emmaus.

(2) The Risen Jesus appeared to the Disciples in the locked upper room.

As the day progressed, the resurrection of our Lord began to have full impact upon the believers. With fear and hesitation, they slowly came to realize that Jesus was alive! It was too good to be true; yet, it was true. Jesus is alive? Yes, Jesus is alive!

CONCLUSION


As the revelation of this glorious truth came to be known, the people began to rejoice. First, the women were full of joy. The men refused to believe the women. Finally, when they saw Jesus Himself in the upper room, they also rejoiced! Their lives were changed forever! They were transformed from defeated cowards into victorious heroes of the faith.


Do you also believe that Jesus is alive? Do you rejoice in that fact? Does it change the way you think? Does it change the way you live? What difference has the resurrection of Jesus Christ made in your life? Do you courageously proclaim the Risen Lord to others?

