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INTRODUCTION


During most of His ministry, Jesus refused to allow the people to identify Him as King or as Messiah. Yet, it was apparent throughout His ministry that He was both. When someone did recognize who He was, He told that person to tell no one. The people saw His marvelous power and wanted to crown Him as King, but He always refused. On this day, that all changed. He actually encouraged their hopes and dreams. 

I.
THE EXCITEMENT

1. The Spreading of Garments

2. The Spreading of Branches

3. The Spreading of Expectations

The crowd was electrified and energized because of this exciting event. Their actions and expectations were growing with each step of the colt. As the procession came down the Mount of Olives, the excitement intensified and echoed across the valley.

II.
THE EXCLAMATION

1. “Hosanna!”

2. “Blessed is He who comes…!”

3. “Blessed is the coming Kingdom…!” 

The chants grew louder and clearer as the procession approached the walls of Jerusalem. Many people came out of the city to see what was happening. Many of them joined in the celebration. The crowd became more excited as its numbers grew.

III.
THE EXPLANATION

1. The Meaning of the Ride: Represented a King riding in to claim His Kingdom.

2. The Meaning of the Response: Palm branch was symbolic of triumph and victory.

3. The Meaning of the Rejoicing: “Hosanna” the highest salutation to a deliverer.

Jesus understood the significance of what He was doing. He understood the responses and the words of the crowd. He understood what the reaction would be among the religious and political leaders. He knew this was the only time during His earthly ministry that the people would praise Him as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

CONCLUSION


Unlike you and me, Jesus fully understood the purpose of His life. He fully understood the meaning of all of His actions. He did nothing by accident. There were no surprises in His life. Pain? Yes! Disappointments? Yes! Surprises? No! What He did this day was not to gain a moment of praise. It was done for the purpose of challenging the religious and political authorities. It would challenge them to act at once according to His timetable. You see, the time for His sacrificial death was at hand. He had fulfilled His purpose for coming to earth. It was time for Him to die for the sins of the whole world, including yours and mine! Have you repented of your sins and trusted in Him as Savior and Lord?
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