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INTRODUCTION


Jesus is the Master Teacher. He teaches us about God, about ourselves, and about human nature. He teaches us how to be rightly related to God, to our neighbor, and to ourselves by teaching us about the importance of love. This love is three-directional in nature: Love God, love neighbor, and love self. A good teacher always shows how a lesson is true. Let us learn from Jesus how to love God.

I.
JESUS TEACHES US HOW TO LOVE GOD.


1.   Love God with all your heart.


(1) The heart must be loyal to God (heart is divided in loyalty to God and man).



     Psalm 86:11—“Give me an undivided heart.”


(2) The heart must be guarded at all costs (“the heart is deceitful” Jeremiah 17:9). 


     Prov. 4:23—“Above all else, guard your heart.”

2.   Love God with all your soul.


(1) The soul needs to be restored day by day.



           Psalm 23:3—“He restores my soul.”



(2) The soul needs to be involved in praising God every day.



           Psalm 103:1—“Praise the Lord, O my soul.”


3.   Love God with all your mind.



(1) The mind needs to be renewed every day.




     Romans 12:2—“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”



(2) The mind needs to be steadfast every day.




     Isaiah 26:3—“You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast,

 



because he trusts in you”
We are to love God with all our heart, soul, and mind. To love any less is to put another God before Him. We need God’s presence and power to love as Jesus taught.

II.
JESUS SHOWS US HOW TO LOVE GOD.


1.   Love God by hearing what He says.



(1) Jesus listened to what God had to say to Him.




    John 8:47—“He who belongs to God hears what God says.”



(2) Jesus was obedient to what the Father told Him to do.




    1 John 5:3—“This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his 





commands are not burdensome.”

2.   Love God by making Him known to the world (John 17:26).



(1) Jesus revealed what God the Father is like in His life and ministry.


(2) Jesus revealed the Father so that we might experience the love of God.



     John 17:26—“I have made you known to them . . . in order that the love

 



you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”


3.   Love God by completing the work He has given you to do (John 17:4).



(1) Jesus completed the work God had sent Him to do here on earth.


(2) Jesus completed His work so that He might bring glory to God on earth.



     John 17:4—“I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you

 



gave me to do.”


Jesus, the Master Teacher, shows us how to love God by the way He lived and died.
CONCLUSION


Loving God may mean death for some of us. For others, it may mean glory and honor. Whatever the result may be, loving God demands our best. We must give Him ourselves: our heart, soul, and mind. Jesus clearly demonstrates in His teaching that God deserves our best. 

Illustration: Children’s gifts to their mother on her birthday

