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INTRODUCTION


Valentine’s Day was this last week. It is a day for sweethearts—both married and unmarried. Love is the theme of this day, but love is very fragile and easily destroyed. As a pastor, I have seen love turn to hate in a very short time—from love and marriage to hate and divorce. What heartbreak! What tragedy! How can such happen? More important, how can it be avoided? Let us look at an example from the Old Testament: David and Michal.
I.
HOW LOVE BECOMES HATE

1. An unequal love for the Lord leads to disaster.

(1) One was zealous (David)—vv. 12-19, 21.

(2) The other was complacent (Michal)—vv. 16-20.

2. An unnecessary separation from each other invites trouble.

(1) One chose to serve God (David)—vv. 12-16.

(2) The other chose to remain at home (Michal)—v. 16.

3. An unwise exchange of hurtful words destroys relationships. 

(1) Michal attacks him by accusing him of immoral behavior in serving God—v. 20.

(2) David humiliates her by reminding her of the past failures of her family—v. 21.

4. An undesirable end of the relationship results quickly.

(1) David tells her she will pay for showing disrespect and lack of trust—v. 22.

(2) Michal is no longer treated as a wife and dies childless years later—v. 23.


Love becomes hate because of foolish decisions and foolish actions. When love becomes hate, only pain, separation, and loneliness remain. The whole process might have been avoided with proper love and care. Thus, what might they have done?

II.
BEFORE LOVE BECOMES HATE

1. A devoted Christian should NOT choose to love and marry a complacent person.

(1) Do not start a relationship unless both persons are committed to the Lord.

(2) Do not think you are the exception to the rule.

2. Do NOT allow little things (anything!) to come between the Lord and you.

(1) Stay committed to God.

(2) Stay committed to doing His will.

3. Do NOT allow yourself to say what you are thinking when angry or upset.

(1) Never speak to someone you love in a spirit of anger.

(2) Speak only when you can speak in a spirit of love.

4. Do NOT allow yourself to give up on your relationship with your beloved.

(1) Choose not to end the relationship.

(2) Choose to nourish the relationship.


Love can become hate all too easily. We must not allow Satan to divide us, or he will surely destroy our homes and our marriages. Rather, we must work diligently to nourish our love before such a change can occur. How, then, can we do that?

CONCLUSION


We must nourish love by the daily demonstration of caring, sharing, listening, communicating, giving, helping, encouraging, appreciating, respecting. All of these are active, not passive, ways of showing and nurturing love. As Christians, we must keep our hearts and minds focused upon God and doing His will. We must pray, worship, work, and play together. If we practice these things in our daily relationship with our beloved, our love will grow better and stronger with each passing year! 


“God, Give Us Christian Homes!”

