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INTRODUCTION


Every bad circumstance of life seems to cause a crisis. We wonder how we are going to survive. We cry out to God for help. We wonder if He cares, or if He is even listening. In our desperation, we cry out even louder, “God, help me! I’m dying!” Then, someone or something, probably sent by God, comes along and takes care of the problem. Then, we say, “Oh, it’s OK, God. Don’t worry about it now! It wasn’t anything, after all!” 


Does this sound familiar to you? It does to me! I feel just a little bit guilty! But, please understand, we are not alone in such feelings. Let us examine our text more closely.

I.
THE CIRCUMSTANCE: A STORM

1. They were on the Sea of Galilee, also called Lake Gennesaret.

2. They were crossing from the northwest side to the southeast side—to Gadara.

3. A furious storm came down the mountainside into the sea.

4. The boat was about to be swamped by the waves crashing over it.

5. The boat was in great danger of sinking from taking on so much water.

The circumstances of life sometimes catch us unprepared for the dangers that come with them. Life is full of unpleasant surprises, not just pleasant ones. God does not promise to deliver us FROM them, only to go with us THROUGH them! Illustration

II.
THE PARTICIPANTS: THE DISCIPLES

1. They fear for their lives.

2. They fear they are going to drown.

3. They run to the Lord and wake Him up.

4. They ask Him, “Don’t you care…?”

5. They plead with Him, “Save us!” (Modern talk: “Do something!”)

Circumstances often make us fearful. We are afraid that we are about to die. We also call upon God and ask Him to come and save us. Then, when He does not come on our timetable (i.e., right now!), we wonder if He truly cares, or if He is even listening.

III.
THE RESPONSE: THE LORD

1. His response to all of life’s circumstances is one of calm faith.

2. His response to this particular circumstance is to calm the storm.

3. His response to the fearful disciples is to challenge them to be calm in their faith.

4. His response sought to develop their faith in Him so that they would not be afraid.

5. His response should encourage us to trust in Him in all of life’s circumstances.

Jesus Christ is never surprised by the circumstances of life. He never worries about them; indeed, He can sleep through the greatest storms! Why? Because He has faith! He knows what He can and will do! He knows! And we should, too. We have seen Him calm the storms of life again and again—in the Bible and in our own lives. Let us have faith in God! Let us trust Him to be with us through all of life’s storms!

CONCLUSION


Jesus Christ is over human fear! He controlled His fear—in the face of all dangers! He is supposed to be in control of our lives. How many times have we asked Him, “Lord, come into my life and take control.” We ask Him, “Be my Master and my Lord.” The problem is that we do not allow Him to do so! We continue “controlling” our lives, and we lose control when the storms of life come. But look at Jesus. Where is He when the storm hits? He is asleep. He has no fear, no worries. He is not tossing and turning with the waves. He is sleeping calmly! We, however, may need CPR to survive!


Nevertheless, the Lord wants us to sleep calmly through the storms of life. If we will give Him control of our lives, we also can be calm in the face of life’s storms! Illustration

