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INTRODUCTION


Jesus Christ is over nature and the natural law of human birth. He is over the natural fear of human nature. Today, we will see that, even in His actions, He is over nature and its laws. This passage is one that intrigues us because of its miraculous nature. However, in thinking about the miraculous, we oftentimes miss the powerful message contained in the event. Today, let us examine this story and see some of its true richness in its three scenes.

SCENE I: JESUS WALKS ON THE WATER (vv. 22-27).

1. The Lord’s Action: He fed the 5,000; taught them; tells His disciples to go across the lake; dismisses the crowd; prays on a mountainside; sees the disciples straining against the wind; walks on the lake toward them—about 5 kilometers.

2. The Disciples’ Reaction: Terror—because it looks like Jesus, but must be a ghost.

3. The Lord’s Response: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”

Our response is likely to be the same. We will fear the improbable (ghosts!) if we fail to see Jesus for who He is. When we understand that Christ is over nature, we can have peace—even when it seems that we are facing ghosts!

SCENE II: JESUS INVITES PETER TO COME TO HIM (vv. 28-31).

1. The Lord’s Action: Seeks to calm the disciples’ fear; invites Peter to come to Him.

2. The Disciple’s Reaction: Peter walks toward Jesus; sees the wind; fear sinks him!

3. The Lord’s Response: Immediately, He reached out His hand and caught him and said, “You of little faith. Why did you doubt?”

Our response should be like that of Peter, not the other disciples. Only Peter tried to walk on the water. With faith focused fully on Jesus, we can do the impossible (walk on water!) as long as we keep our eyes on Jesus. However, if we look away as Peter did, we also will grow fearful and do what is commonly expected—i.e., sink!

SCENE III: JESUS STILLS THE WIND (vv. 32-33).

1. The Lord’s Action: He and Peter get into the boat; the wind dies down.

2. The Disciples’ Reaction: They worshipped Him; “Truly you are the Son of God.”

3. The Lord’s Response: He recognized that their faith was hindered because their hearts were hardened by the blinding influence of the world (see Mark 6:52).

Our response should be like that of the disciples. We should worship Him as Immanuel (“God with us!”) because we have seen the truth of His message. That message is supported by His life—in His character and in His actions.

CONCLUSION


The message of this event is much more than the miraculous walking on the water. The message is that we, through single-minded faith in Jesus Christ, can also do what appears to be impossible. Remember, Peter also walked on the water! When we attempt great things for God, we also may take our eyes off of Jesus and begin to sink. Let us do what Peter did: He cried out to the Lord, “Save me!” And the Lord will immediately come to catch us to keep us from sinking. God honors efforts—no matter how weak they may seem! Illustration

