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INTRODUCTION


The Scripture passages for today reveal promises of the coming Messiah in the Old Testament and expectations of His coming in the New Testament. Significantly, the promises and the expectations reflect a gap of nearly 750 years. Yet, there is an air of expectancy among the faithful. Such patient faithfulness should challenge us to be faithful and full of expectancy in our day. God’s Word is sure, trustworthy, and pregnant with hope.

Let us examine the promises and the expectations of those people in our passages.

I. 
DELIVERANCE PROMISED

1. God promises to send a Deliverer (Isaiah 9:6-7).

(1) He will come as a child.

(2) He will grow up to become a great leader: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

      Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

(3) He will rule forever in righteousness and justice.

2. God promises the Deliverer will have a special character (Isaiah 11:1-5).

(1) He will come out of the family line of King David.

(2) He will be full of the Spirit of God: wisdom, understanding, counsel, power,

      knowledge, and fear of God.

(3) His judgment will be based upon what He sees within the heart of man.


The promised Deliverer will surely reflect the very nature and character of God. He

 
will come to save His people from all oppression—physical, emotional, and spiritual.

He will bring peace and hope. He will bless the righteous and judge the wicked. He

WILL come!

II. 
DELIVERANCE EXPECTED

1. Some in Jerusalem expected the Deliverer to come (Luke 2:25-26, 38).

(1) Simeon was looking for the coming of the Deliverer in his lifetime.

(2) Anna prophesied to all who were looking for the coming Deliverer.

(3) Simeon and Anna represent both men and women who expected His coming. 

2. Some not in Jerusalem expected the Deliverer to come (Luke 3:1-6; John 4:25).

(1) John the Baptizer preached preparation for the coming Deliverer (Luke 3:1-6).

(2) A Samaritan woman expected the coming of an all-wise Deliverer (John 4:25).

(3) John and the Samaritan woman represent those who expected His coming.


Those who believed that God’s Word was sure continued to expect the coming of the

 
Deliverer as long as they were alive. Many died before God’s promises and their

 
expectations were fulfilled. However, they never lost hope. They continued looking for

His coming. For these persons that we have mentioned in Luke and John, they saw the promises fulfilled in the birth of Jesus Christ. Oh, what joy they experienced!

CONCLUSION


Simeon, Anna, John, and the Samaritan woman all lived in a glorious, exciting time. They saw with their own eyes the fulfillment of the prophecies of Isaiah. But, my Friends, we also live in glorious, exciting times because we also have seen the fulfillment of Isaiah. We also have experienced the presence of Jesus Christ in our own lives. We also have come to worship Him. We also point others to Him. We also take part in the glorious promise of God fulfilled in His Son, Jesus Christ. Illustration: Reunification of Korea (When and How)

Similarly, we also receive the glorious promises for the future coming of the Deliverer. He is coming again to take us to live with Him in Heaven forever. Even if some give up hope, we continue to look forward with eager expectation to the fulfillment of the promises of God. He WILL come! Will you continue to live in expectancy? He IS coming! Are you ready?

