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INTRODUCTION


This is the seventh and last in a series of sermons on the parables of Jesus. Remember, a parable is a story about a simple, common subject with a spiritual meaning or application. Jesus used parables to help His followers to understand spiritual truth. Those who were not His followers would not understand the real meaning of His stories. Parables are NOT allegories, or stories in which details are important. Parables point out one main idea or truth, and the details are important only as they aid the main idea. Let us consider this parable.

I.
THE SETTING


1.   Tax Collectors and Sinners: Gathered Around Jesus to Hear Him


(1) They loved His attitude toward them.


(2) They loved His words for them.


2.   Pharisees and Teachers: Complaints about Jesus (Because of His Hearers) 


(1) He welcomes sinners.


(2) He eats with sinners.

The tax collectors and sinners were welcome to come to Jesus. He received them with love and respect. They listened carefully to His words and received Him as Savior and Lord. The Pharisees rejected both Him and them.

II.
THE STORY


1.   The Sheep: One Hundred in the Flock


(1) Ninety-nine were safe in the sheepfold.


(2) One had wandered away and was lost.


2.   The Shepherd: Responsible for the Sheep


(1) The shepherd searches for the lost sheep.


(2) Finding the sheep is a cause for rejoicing.

When the shepherd finds the lost, scared sheep, he lovingly, tenderly carries it home. He calls his friends together to celebrate his good fortune. It is a time of rejoicing when that which was lost is found. That which was as good as dead is alive! Rejoice!

III.
THE STATEMENT


1.   The Repentant: Responsive to the Message of Salvation


(1) The sinner repenting is a result of hearing the Word.


(2) The sinner repenting results in righteousness.


2.   The Rejoicing: Rejoicing in Heaven over One Sinner That Repents


(1) The saints and angels in heaven respond to God’s call to come together.


(2) The saints and angels in heaven rejoice when a sinner repents.

Perhaps the eyes of all the residents of Heaven are opened to see the earth for just a moment as the sinner repents and turns to God through faith in Jesus Christ. It is the one time when the news from earth is worthy of being announced in Heaven. Hallelujah! May the saints and angels have cause to rejoice in heaven today!

CONCLUSION


The meaning of this parable is clear. Those who repent are welcome to enter into Heaven; those who do not repent will not so much as even see the Kingdom of Heaven. Publicans and sinners enter in—not because they are sinners—but because they repent! On the other hand, the Pharisees and Teachers of the Law, both of which appear to be righteous, do not sense a need to repent and, thus, will not enter into Heaven. Thus, the three parables told here in succession all deal with these groups: The Lost Sheep (Unexpectedly Lost), The Lost Coin (Carelessly Lost), and The Lost Brothers (Foolishly Lost & Religiously Lost). The publicans and sinners fall into the first three groups, the Pharisees in the last. 

Illustration: The Story of Charlie Coulson, “The Little Drummer Boy,” and a Jewish Doctor

